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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and,
in particular, to encourage and foster:
FIRST:
SECOND:

THIRD:
FOURTH:

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness
of all useful occupations, and dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business and
community life; and
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through world
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE AVENUES OF SERVICE
Club Service:
Through Club Service we demonstrate our commitment to the core values of Rotary – service, integrity
fellowship, leadership and diversity, and involves all the activities necessary for a club to function
successfully.
Vocational Service:
This gives the opportunity for each Rotarian to represent the dignity and utility of one’s vocation to
other members of the club.
Community Service:
Individual clubs undertake to improve life in their communities.
Youth Service:
This is designed for clubs to deliver effective youth programs, in order to motivate young people to
acquire learning and life skills.
International Service:
This describes programs and activities which Rotarians undertake to advance international
understanding, goodwill and peace. Projects are designed to meet humanitarian needs of people in
many lands.
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•
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

CHRIS KEMP
Welcome to the Rotary Club of Richmond annual report for 2017/18. This document
highlights the important work that the Rotary Club of Richmond has performed this year to
make a difference in communities both locally and internationally. This has been a strong year
for the club backing projects that have come to us from members of our community whilst
continuing to deliver the historical projects that we are known for.
Internationally, the Club’s projects provided a scholarship to a student in Bali looking for a
career on a cruise ship, supported over 20 entrepreneurs with microfinance loans throughout
the developing world via Kiva, donated funds to support the volunteer work of Rotary
Donations in Kind (DIK) sending donated goods around the world where they are most
needed, as well as supporting the wonderful humanitarian work of the Rotary Foundation.
Some of our larger projects supporting Bairo Pite hospital clinic in East Timor and fitting 100
wheelchairs donated to physically disabled young people in Sumba faced some challenges this
year. These delays inevitably come when working in developing countries to deliver health
outcomes to those who need it most. The projects will be in a much stronger position going
forward as a result of the work performed this year.
In our local community we are once again supporting the students of Fitzroy and Collingwood
Colleges with the Youth Arts and Next Step programs. We continued our partnership with
Indigenous girls school Worawa Aboriginal College and Australian Rotary Health to provide
two Indigenous Nursing and PHD Scholarships. Through the leadership of the Friends of
Richmond Rotary we also re‐established a strong connection with the Richmond branch of the
Salvation Army through donations, food and toy drives.
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Across the road at Melbourne Girls’ College we are providing swath of opportunities for young
leaders to take part in mock job interviews and a whole number of Rotary leadership
programs, as well as continuing to charter an Interact Club. Further afield students in the
surrounding area were once again invited to take part in the Ainger Public Speaking Award and
the Slade Literary Award.
As you read through this document I’m sure you will agree that the fact that all of these
projects are achieved through the hard work of the club’s 38 members and the Friends of
Richmond Rotary in their spare time is pretty remarkable. Hundreds of people have benefited
from the opportunities created by our volunteers this year and for some their entire futures
have been dramatically improved.
With that in mind a lot of work was done this year to focus on making the membership
process as inviting as possible for any new potential members interested in supporting their
community. The Club added four new members and we managed to lower the average age of
our club members which is a goal throughout Rotary. Sadly, this year the Club also lost some
key figures that contributed greatly to the Rotary Club of Richmond’s success over many years
and our membership had the opportunity to honour their lives and philanthropic work
through tributes and the sharing of happy memories.
Within each of the Club Projects listed in this report there are the stories of volunteers who
took part and made a difference. Many of these projects are ongoing and if they seem like
something that you would like to contribute to, I encourage you to get in touch with the
responsible Rotarian. I’m certain that they will be happy to receive your support.
Being the youngest president that the Rotary Club of Richmond has had for a while, the year
has been an opportunity to look at the promotion of the Club with fresh eyes. Hearing stories
from Rotarians throughout my president training and speaking with our Club members there
was a strong theme that clubs are at their strongest when they are able to attract motivated,
relevant, business and community leaders to take part in their meetings and projects. This
inspired the “100 people of influence” event which has been planned throughout this Rotary
year aiming to invite leaders from the greater Richmond community to an event we host on
the 20th August 2018 asking how we can best serve our community together.
It has been an honour to serve as the President of the Rotary Club of Richmond. I couldn’t
have done it without the support and guidance of the Club’s experienced and talented Board
of Directors. There is a real vibrancy about the Club at the moment and we have a great mix
of new and old members that have the opportunity to continue making a difference in our
community and beyond over the coming years. A goal I am sure that all of our membership
looks forward to achieving together.

Chris Kemp
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FINANCES
Judy Nettleton
Treasurer
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ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND INC
ANNUAL REPORT 2017/2018
TREASURER’S REPORT

Attached is the Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet for Rotary Club of Richmond for 2017/2018 as
at 21 June 2018. There will be some minor additions to the audited accounts to allow for
receipts/expenses and adjustment entries before 30 June.
The fundraising activities of the Club raised a total of $15,338. The fundraising activities were
expensed as follows:
Community Services
International Services
Wheelchairs
New Generations
Total Project Expenditure

$
$

260
3,688

Bali

Scholarship

and

Sumba

$11,002 Including Worawa $3,000
$14,950

Donations were made during the year to the following individuals/organisations:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Rotary Foundation
Salvation Army
Kids Under Cover
Worawa Aboriginal College
Donations in Kind (Pallet Racking)
RCR Rotary Youth Arts Project

$ 3,000 from Community Services Trust
$ 800
$ 150
$ 5,000 from Community Services Trust
$ 500 from Community Services Trust
$ 8,500 from Community Services Trust
$17,950

During the year donations were made to the Club:
•
•

Trish Morphet bequest of $5,000
The Entertainment Company $133

An amount of $2,498 was also contributed through member contributions to The Rotary
Foundation.

This does not include separate Paul Harris Society contributions of US$1,000 each from Club
Members Barry Roberts, Jo Cowling, John Benger, Janice Peeler, Dawn Giltenan, Janice
Kesterton and Judy Nettleton
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Club activities for the year resulted in an operating loss of $3,013. This can be summarised as
follows:
Administration
Fundraising
Invest A/C Interest
Admin Meetings
Membership
Happy Dollars
Donations to Club
Community Service Trust
Admin Expenses
Donations Made
International Projects
Youth Projects
Community Services
Total Loss ‐$3,013.86

Club Operations
$15,518.54
$75.67

Other

$1,194.00
$9,972.62
$1,000.50
$5,183.00
‐$6,155.26
‐$13,189.63

‐$1,022.51

‐$1,450.00
‐$3,688.00
‐$11,215.30
‐$260.00
$4,163.91

‐$6,155.26

Project Suspense Accounts are used to cover amounts expended from income from previous
year’s commitments or not expended in the current year. Current amounts held in suspense
accounts are shown in the attached reports. This does not include previous years and an
amount of $700 is still being held for disbursement to a project to be selected by Friends of
Rotary Club of Richmond and $11,500 for expenditure for the Cancer PhD Scholar Stephen
Ngo.
The Community Services Trust has a balance of $19k of which $12,314 is being held for the Jill
Beaurepaire Cancer PhD scholarship through Australian Rotary Health and Motto Indigenous
Scholarship through Australian Rotary Health of $2,500.
The financial accounts attached are preliminary only and final set of accounts will be
presented to the Club at the Annual General Meeting.

Judy Nettleton
Judy Nettleton
Honorary Treasurer

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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INTERNATIONAL
Trevor Pang
Chair
DIK

Janice Peeler

KIVA Loans

Chris Kemp

Bali Hospitality Scholarship

Chris Kemp

SUMBA Wheelchair Project

Chris Kemp
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Donations In Kind

DIK is one of the most outstanding Rotary projects and recycles goods to needy countries.
Surplus items ranging from school equipment to X‐Ray machines from hospitals. Last year the
500th container was shipped. All goods are donated and labour is volunteers.
It is estimated that the annual value of goods shipped is around $5 million. Shipping and other
costs are around $400K and funded by Rotary Clubs.
DIK have just moved to a larger warehouse and added new racking. This was essential as in
the prior location goods were poorly stored resulting in inefficiencies and waste.
The Club donated $500 and personal donations from our members Dawn Giltinan and Janice
Peeler funded the cost of a complete set of racking and this now has our club name on the
racking section.
We had a very memorable meeting there, in place of our normal Monday night meeting, and
we hope this will be an annual event,
John Benger
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Kiva Loans Project
This Rotary Year the Rotary Club of Richmond decided that every club meeting would “Make a
Difference” in the world. We decided that as a thankyou to all of the fantastic speakers that
we had at the club this year we would make a $25USD Kiva Loan in their honour. The project
has provided 18 loans totalling $500USD to recipients in 15 countries. Loans have been
provided in the fields of Health, Agriculture, Food, Education, Services and Retail.

Business is booming for the recipient of our first loan Abdulbari in Yemen. He used his
microfinance loan to purchase phones and tablet computers to start an electronics store. One
year later he has repaid $500 of the $1,000 he borrowed. Meanwhile in Burma the ladies of
Thin Paung Chaung village are busily raising their new ducklings and selling their eggs thanks
to new member Annette Pepper and her son after making a donation to the club.

To follow the progress of the Rotary Club of Richmond Team page on Kiva you can go to the
following link. https://www.kiva.org/team/rotary_club_of_richmond
There are 166 Rotary Teams on Kiva that have provided microfinance loand through Kiva. The
Rotary Club of Maple Grove, Minnesota has lent $230,525 USD in 10,703 loans.
Chris Kemp
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Bali Hospitality Project

This Rotary Year the Rotary club of Richmond sponsored Ni Putu Ari Ekami Putri (Ekami) with a
scholarship to attend the Meditteranean Hospitality and Cruise Ship training college. Ekami
lived in a remote Balinese village about 30 minutes into the mountains by motorbike from the
town of Bangli. Despite getting good grades in high school her parents couldn’t afford to
continue Ekami’s education. After a stringent application process, the panel at Mediterranean
Bali judged her to be a worthy recipient of the first Rotary Club of Richmond hospitality
scholarship.

Ekami’s school year began in October 2017 where she participated in English and basic
hospitality training. After three months she was ready to begin on‐the‐job training at the
Grand Whizz Hotel Nusa Dua where she is undertaking a six month immersive training
program. At the end of the six months she will return to the college for more English language
training to ensure that she is ready to interview for a job on an international cruise ship.
In January, the Assistant Governer of the Heritage cluster
Anne King was lucky enough to visit the Mediterranean
Hospitality School in Denpasar to check in on Ekami’s
progress with a group of her friends from Australia. All that
attended the lunch were blown away by the heartfelt thanks
that they received. Two of Anne’s friends were so impressed
by the impact that Rotary had made that they were going to
look at joining when they returned to Australia. Anne is now
looking at the possibility of moving to Bali and volunteering
at the college to help the students with their English and
possibly set up a social enterprise.
The $1,300 to provide the scholarship has already touched
many people involved in this project. The benefits that
tourism brings to Bali are not evenly distributed and there
are pockets of real poverty. The Bali Hospitality project has
ensured that the benefits of tourism have spread to remote a
remote village east of Bangli and improved the fortunes of
Ekami and her family. We will continue to report on her progress as her career in hospitality
that has been kickstarted by the Rotary Club of Richmond unfolds.
Chris Kemp
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Sumba Wheelchair Project

Early this Rotary year we received a request from Project Hope in Sumba to assist them with
the final stages of a project initiated by the Rotary Club of Moorleigh‐Moorabbin and
Wheelchair4kids. Together they had fundraised and coordinated for 100 wheelchairs to be
donated to the 70 people identified by Project Hope in Sumba as in need of mobility aids;
commonly young people with cerebral palsy.
Whilst excited to be able to provide these wheelchairs to their local communities in Sumba
they were also aware that the storage, transport and fitting of these wheelchairs upon arrival
hadn’t been accounted for in the initial project budget. So after scrutinising a detailed project
plan, the Rotary Club of Richmond provided $2,300 to Project Hope Sumba to be used for
warehousing of the chairs upon arrival, van hire to transport them to remote villages and the
transport costs of physicians to fit them within the villages.
Despite using the exact same method and port to import a container of wheelchairs a year
prior, this delivery was stopped in the Port of Surabaya in August 2017 and has remained there
ever since. The funds donated by the Rotary Club of Richmond remain in Project Hope
Sumba’s disability account whilst the Rotarians at the Rotary Club of Moorleigh‐Moorabbin
negotiate the release of the chairs with the Indonesian port authorities.
The Rotary Club of Richmond International committee will continue to update the Club as
news is received about the progress of the shipment and the recipients waiting in Sumba.
Chris Kemp
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FOUNDATION
Sue Bolton
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FOUNDATION

The Rotary Foundation is Rotary’s bank and provides a pool of money that is used for Rotary
international projects. There are two pools of money, the annual fund and the permanent
fund.
The annual fund is donated money that is given to Rotary International and held for three
years. The interest earned during the three years pays for the administration of the
Foundation running costs and after the three years the money is released for use.
The permanent fund is money held and never used, but the interest from that money is
released each year for use to the rotary clubs.
The annual fund money is used for the following projects:‐
Vocational Training Teams
Post Graduate Scholarships
Rotary World Peace Fellowships
Rotary Peace and Conflict Study Program
Rotary Foundation Humanitarian Grants
District Grants
Global Grants
PolioPlus
Matching Grants
We applied for a Global Matching Grant for Ben Covelli’s Nepal project through the work of
the International Committee. Ben Covelli told us a little about the Chaughada Progressive
English School in Nuwakot District of Nepal, approximately 4 hours N.W of Kathmandu in a
village that was devastated by the 2015 earthquakes.
There are 2 preschool classes and classes 1‐5. It is registered with the Department of
Education to teach up to class 5. There are 180 children and 9 teachers. Most of the teachers
come from the surrounding area and priority admission is given to the poorer and lower caste
children. There is a Parents committee and a school trust registered as an NGO. Education is
free with all materials, uniforms, equipment etc. provided by Ben and his wife Lyn. They pay
all school admin costs, salaries etc. etc. He has purchased land for the school, and it is
currently operating under temporary shelter. A Nepalese engineer based in Kathmandu who
volunteers his time and is currently drawing up plans for the school. Ben hopes to start the
build of the school in the coming months.
Mark Dwyer looked at the possibility of a local grant and the possibility of indigenous signs
along Yarra. This is ongoing and maybe a cluster project.
Mark Dwyer and Sue Bolton attended the District Foundation Seminar on Monday April 30th.
Clubs were encouraged to apply for grants. Local district grants are readily available. These
are also suitable for cluster applications and would suit our plan of Indigenous mapping along
the Yarra.
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Club Contribution
The club and members pledged $3,000.00 to Foundation at the D9800 Conference held at
Warrnambool. Many members make personal contributions throughout the year and this
year was a concerted effort to get Richmond Rotarians to fill the supplied money boxes with
$2.00 coins. Only a few were returned. The Club has supported a number of Foundation
projects.
Past District Governor Murray Verso addressed the Club re Foundation on October 16th.
Money boxes designed to hold 50 x $2.00 coins were distributed to each member. Members
were urged to return these by the end of May so that the contents could be included in the
audited accounts.
Foundation activities were supported by the Club.
• Paul Harris Foundation breakfast November 21st
• Village Cinema Night for Foundation and End Polio was a sell out and over $6000 was
made.
• Sales of Foundation Christmas cakes and puddings were promoted in the Bulletin and
sold well.
• D9800 Conference: members attended the Foundation breakout session at the D9800
conference. This was a dramatic depiction of the Foundation beginnings and the ways
in which money raised could be used.
• EndTrachoma by 2020. Stamps are being collected t the Club to help raise funds for
this.
• Rotary Foundation Celebration: 22 April 2018 at Star Carnivale
Education through Bulletin articles has been ongoing.
• Do you know anyone who could be a Peace Scholar?
• Michelle Benstead & Stephen Ngo, Australian Rotary Health Scholarship recipients
• Types of personal donations and how to make donations
 Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY):
 Paul Harris Fellow
 Paul Harris Society Member: Major donor: $US10,000+
 Benefactors
 Bequest Society Members
 Arch Klumph Society members
 Foundation receives highest rating from Charity Navigator
For the 10th consecutive year, The Rotary Foundation has received the highest rating — four
stars — from Charity Navigator, an independent evaluator of charities in the U.S.
In the most recent ratings, the Foundation earned the maximum of 100 points for
demonstrating both strong financial health and commitment to accountability and
transparency.
In a letter to the Foundation, Charity Navigator notes that "only 1 percent of the charities we
evaluate have received at least 10 consecutive 4‐star evaluations, indicating that The Rotary
Foundation outperforms other charities in America. This exceptional designation from Charity
Navigator sets The Rotary Foundation apart from its peers and demonstrates to the public its
trustworthiness." The rating reflects Charity Navigator's assessment of how the Foundation
uses donations, sustains its programs and services, and practices good governance and
openness.
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District 9800 Foundation Goals 2017‐2018
Highlighted goals were achieved by the Club. How are we doing:
•

To achieve a club contribution equivalent to A$150 for every club member.

•

To promote and encourage personal giving through membership of the Centurion Club with a
yearly contribution of at least A$100. Target membership is 600 members.

•

To promote and encourage Rotarians for whom Centurion membership is challenging to be
sustaining members of the Every Rotarian Every Year program (EREY).

•

To achieve 135 Paul Harris Society members.

•

To achieve a minimum contribution of at least A$1,500 to PolioPlus from every club to finish
the job we started.

•

Every Club to include a Foundation speaker in their annual Club program, particularly in
November, the month when Rotary highlights the work of The Rotary Foundation (TRF).

•

Every Club to support the Annual Giving program, by contribution of a cheque or pledge at the
Warrnambool Conference.

•

Every Club to send a representative to at least one Foundation Seminar during the year,
(District Assembly Foundation session, District Foundation

•

Seminar or a specific District Humanitarian Grants Seminar). NB: This is a mandatory
requirement for Clubs wishing to apply for a grant from (TRF).

•

To sponsor a Post Graduate Global Grant Scholar and at least one Rotary World Peace
Fellow.

•

Encourage Paul Harris Fellows and Foundation Benefactors to support the annual
Central Melbourne Foundation Breakfast and Goldfields Cluster‘s

•

Foundation Dinner in November 2017.

•

To promote and encourage Rotarians to become Benefactors or Bequest Society
members.

Sue Bolton
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AUSTRALIAN ROTARY HEALTH
Trevor Pang
Chair

An app‐based parenting intervention to prevent
childhood depression and anxiety
‐ Deakin University
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashions Pty Ltd
Engaging differentiation of immature leukemic cells
in acute myeloid leukaemia
‐ Monash University
‐ Sponsor ‐ The Mactier Family and private donation
Indigenous Nursing Scholarships x 2
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashions Pty Ltd

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Australian Rotary Health

Australian Rotary Health is an outstanding project and it funds many PhD researchers plus
medical based scholarships. Including indigenous nursing scholarships.
Funding a PhD costs roughly $100,000 over three and and a half years and with one third from
a Rotary Club, one third from ARH and one third from the institution where the research is
being undertaken. We fund two PhD Scholarships plus two Indigenous Nursing Scholarships.
Michelle Benstead

Michelle Benstead is doing research into adolescent mental problems.
addressed the District 9800 Conference on her research.

Michelle also

Stephen Ngo

Stephen Ngo is doing research at Monash University on the early intervention in the
develpoment of myeloid leukaemia cancer cells.
Both researchers attended a club meeting and gave us an update on their research.
The scholarship are funded by Motto Fashions, Pearl Day lunches organised by our Past
President, Rob Mactier ( in memory of his wife who passed away from cancer) and a generous
donation from our member Dr Dawn Giltinan.
Indigenous Nursing Scholarships
Two Indigenous Nursing Scholars are sponsored by Motto Fashions Pty Ltd. ARH is currently
advertising for applications to commence study in the 2019 scholastic year.
John Benger
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COMMUNITY AND
VOCATIONAL SERVICES
Tim Baker
Chair

Mock Job Interviews

Tim Baker

Rotary Youth Arts Project

Tim Baker

Rotary Next Step Program

Tim Baker

Worawa Aboriginal College
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Mock Job Interviews

This year the Mock Job Interview program with Melbourne Girls’ College continues to be
integrated into the school’s curriculum. This has ensured that all of the 260 Year 10 students
complete the Tutorial Program and will be interviewed. From this group the young people
with the greatest need were selected for the 84 places to be interviewed by 24 volunteers
from Rotary and Friends of Rotary for one of 15 job options on Thursday 22nd March.
Thank you Interviewing team of Richmond Rotarians, Friends of Richmond Rotary and
Rotary Supporters: Sue Bolton, Colin Looker, Margaret Looker, Kate Norton, Trevor Pang,
Brian Smith, Mark Dwyer, John Benger, Jo Cowling, Ben Hosking, Janice Peeler, Neil Elliott,
Allison Pasznyk, John Benger, Dawn Giltinan, Chris Kemp, Adam Sherwell, Jean Marc Berthier,
John Browne, Anne Mountjouris, Tim Baker, Coral Campbell, Michael Cowling, John Wysham &
Ann Baker.
The Feedback from the 84 students and the school confirmed the program to be a success.
The school thanked the Rotary Club of Richmond for helping the Year 10 students experience
an interview more akin to the real world than any interviews they may have experienced
before. After the interview Erin and arranged for the 84 young people to complete a feedback
sheet. A sample summary of the key points from the students responses:
1. The interviewers were ‐ really nice and awesome, they made me feel comfortable and in
the end their feedback was great. I will take the interviewers’ advice in the future; they were
very well prepared.
2. I learned ‐ how to write a professional cover letter and resume, interviews are not that hard
and not to be nervous, how an interview works, what questions to ask and what to wear, to
research the company.
3. When I attend another interview I will speak more slowly, present myself differently and
ask more questions, positively about the organization and incorporate what the job needs
when I talk about myself, speak louder, project my voice and be confident in what I am saying,
sell myself.
This small extract of the responses and the comments is consistent with all of the feedback
sheets. It was an effective learning experience that will help the young people when the real
job applications and interviews are experienced. We thank Erin Edgley, Careers officer from
Melbourne Girls’ College for organizing the event so effectively.
Tim Baker
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Rotary Youth Arts Project (RYAP)

This year we celebrate 19 years since commencing the RYAP. (This program followed on from
the long running RYTE program.) For the first five years we focused on young people suffering
the effects of substance abuse supporting an Arts program with Jesuit Social Services, Artful
Dodgers and Odyssey House.
We then shifted our focus to helping disadvantaged young people who live in the C of Y high
rise estates and attend schools within the City of Yarra. We work with the schools,
Dancehouse (Centre for Contemporary Dance) and CCP (Centre for Contemporary
Photography). In this year we focused on a special Year 9 class of 40 young people attending
Collingwood College (CC). The program was conducted throughout Term 3 with students
“bussed” from CC to CCP or Dancehouse, where they attended workshops conducted by
professional artists.
At the end of Term 3, on 20 September, the end of project event was presented to the school,
family, friends, supporters and sponsors at the Fitzroy Town Hall. A unique choreographed
dance was presented and an exhibition of high quality creative photographs was displayed.
They were later displayed at CCP and then at Collingwood College.
The young people all received their Graduation Certificates and they had earned the right to
be considered for a place in the Rotary Next Step Program. The organisers and participants
were thanked for their excellent work.
Thank you to the Friends of Rotary for serving and preparing the refreshments.
The event jointly Funded by Richmond and Collingwood Rotary was attended by an estimated
120 people and was universally considered a great success. Both Dancehouse and the Centre
for Contemporary Photography advised after the event they are keen to continue the
program.
Thanks to Angela Conquet CEO Dancehouse,and her staff, Naomi Cass CEO Centre for
Contemporary Photography and her staff, Euan Morton and Samantha Horstman ‐
Collingwood College, Trevor and Maureen Pang and the Friends of Richmond Rotary for their
continued support.
Tim Baker
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The Rotary Next Step Program

The Rotary Next Step program is now in its 12th year of operation. With 55 young people, this
is a mix of graduates of this year’s Rotary Youth Arts Program now in Year 10 attending
Collingwood College and Fitzroy High School.
The project this year has run smoothly with Katrina Dwyer, our Youth Case manager who has
now worked in the project for five years.
During the year the young people received career guidance, utilising “My Future, and Chandler
Macleod CMYPeople career Guidance testing. All the students, received training in How to Get
a Job and How to Manage Money.
We work with each of the schools to identify work experience that matches each individual’s
career direction. We utilise our Rotary Cluster Network, (Rotary Clubs of Collingwood, Fitzroy,
Carlton, Brunswick, Melbourne Park & Richmond). We are always looking for work experience
opportunities.
So we can expand our offer of experiences to the young people, we have increased our focus
on connecting with, and utilising, other Youth organisations. Two of our major funding
organisations, the City of Yarra, and Inner North Community Foundation are helping us with
this strategy.
The training in “How to Get a Job”, was delivered by volunteer Kate Norton (HR Manager),
with the help of Des Dwyer, and Colin Looker. “How to Manage Money” delivered by Gavin
Martin. Try Mentoring delivers the mentoring program and three young people elected to
have a mentor.
We thank, Chandler Macleod for their long term support, providing without cost their unique
online Career Guidance testing, our volunteer trainers and those who have provided work
experience opportunities for the young people.
We are indebted to the Donors of our funds. These include Richmond Rotary, Simon Marriott,
the Inner North Community Foundation, the City of Yarra & RogerSeller. All have been
wonderful long term contributors.
Thank you for the support of the members of the Rotary Club of Richmond. A particular thank
you to fellow Trustees of the Rotary Club of Richmond Next Step Trust ‐ Trevor Pang and Judy
Nettleton, to Ben Hosking for his financial guidance and Dot Brown for her accurate book‐
keeping.
Tim Baker

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Rotary Club of Richmond Annual Report 2017– 2018

Worawa Aboriginal College

Since 1968 Worawa has catered for Aboriginal students from across Australia. It became an
all‐girls school in 2010 and currently caters for girls from year 7 to 12. This year being the first
year of teaching VCAL for years 11 and 12.
All girls are from challenged backgrounds. The
school’s philosophy places emphasis on providing
total education for Aboriginal students. Education
not only in academic, intellectual and physical
areas but also in fostering pride in Aboriginal
culture and a greater sense of identity.

The Dreaming Trail is the centerpiece of the cultural
development and it reflects the relationship between
Aboriginal people and the Land. It provides a means
to nurture the spiritual connection to the land and to
honour those who have walked the land before.
.
Reinforcing connections
to the land is a fundamental
of Aboriginal culture
It's also an area where the girls, who are away from home and family, can meditate on personal
issues.

The Club has had a significant involvement in funding
the Dreaming Trail in past years. This year we
donated $5,000 plus the proceeds of our classic
Garden Day making a total gift of $8,000.
In addition club members have assisted at various
functions (including cooking 50 kg of sausages at the
sports day) plus facilitated a working team from the
NAB to do tree planting.
Janice Peeler
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YOUTH SERVICES
Maria Makris
Chair
RYPEN: Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
ConocoPhillips Science Experience
MUNA: Model United Nations Assembly
National Youth Science Forum
RYLA: Rotary Youth Leadership Award
Rotary Overseas Youth Exchange
Rotary Club of Richmond Community Services Awards
International Women’s Day Breakfast

Interact Club of Melbourne Girls' College

Student Leadership Conference
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Youth Services

Richmond Rotary was very active in sponsoring young people to attend a variety of programs that are
offered by our District 9800 as well as projects and initiatives that are our own club is instrumental in
instigating during the 2017 – 2018 Rotary Year. Below is a list of the youth services and initiatives that
our club supported, together with a short description of the opportunities that were provided.
International Women’s Day Breakfast
In March this year the Rotary Club of Richmond sponsored
a table of Melbourne Girls’ College Student Executive
members to attend this function at the Crown with their
teacher and Rotarian Brooke Sandilands O’Callaghan. The
students that attended thoroughly enjoyed the event. Two
students reported back to the club on Monday the 26th of
March. They thanked the club for the opportunity.

Richmond High School (RHS)
Maria Makris and Nia Holdenson have visited the new RHS and a strong relationship is being built with
this new high school in Richmond. At the moment they have one year level. Seven student leaders and
one teacher have attended the Student leadership Conference which was held at Melbourne Girls’
College (MGC) on Wednesday the 9th of May 2018. Also, six students have competed in the Ainger
Public Speaking Awards and they had joined the MGC students at a heat at their school. One RHS
student won their heat. We congratulate the school and the student.
RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment)
The Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment or RYPEN is a Rotary sponsored District New Generations
program. Year ten and eleven students, from schools across District 9800 attend a weekend long camp
designed at developing their potential through a mixture of lecture style sessions and adventure‐based
learning.
The following four MGC students attended the RYPEN camp: Sylvia Baroud, Jasmine Frazer, Athenie
Kalos and Sophie Aston. It was held on the weekend of April 27 to April 29 at the Doxa Malsbury Camp.
The students were transported to the camp by Mark Dwyer and Barry and Sue Roberts and Jo Cowling
transported the students from camp back to Melbourne. The Youth Services Committee would like to
thank the drivers for their support and assistance. The students were very enthusiastic over their
experience and as a club we are very pleased to be of such service to the students. Two students out of
the four that attended reported back to the club on Monday the 26th of March. They thanked the club
for the opportunity.

1
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RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award) – December 2017
The Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) is a week‐long residential
personal development program for young people aged 18 to 25, which
focuses on yourself, leadership and community.
Eiman Ashak was our sponsored candidate and she formally spoke to us
about her experience at the camp on Monday the 26th of February. She is
doing amazing work in the South Sudanese community here and
overseas.
Eiman Ashak’s experience has inspired her to continue with her vision to serve the South Sudanese
community. This is because it has given our club the determination to assist her through DIK to achieve
her goals. In the picture is Eiman and Goldit at the visit to Donations in Kind (DIK) together with our club
members. This is an excellent example of how supporting a young person like Eiman and her
subsequent contribution to the wider community can be sustained.
MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly)
MUNA simulates the workings of the UN assembly by having teams of two students represent a
particular United Nations country. Topics are debated on matters of world political and social concern.
It is held over a week‐end to give sufficient time for all participants to become involved. The main aim is
to develop an awareness of the United Nations in students as well as international situations of other
countries and to encourage students to study topics from another country’s perspective.
The objective is to encourage young people to learn respect and tolerance for people of all races,
religions and nationalities. They do this by debating UN topics from their given countries perspectives.
We were sending a team of students to this Assembly but unfortunately the Assembly was cancelled for
the weekend of May 25 to May 27 at Camp Getaway due to not reaching the breakeven point of 20
teams which they didn’t get by the early bird cut‐off date. Emily Dunning and Isabel Ieraci were very
disappointed. The MUNA team has reflected over the decision to cancel this year’s event and they will
be implementing some new strategies to attract the right number sponsored teams so that the MUNA
Assembly is viable in 2019.
NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) – January 2019
The NYSF is a 12 day residential program for students entering Year 12 who are passionate about
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). The NYSF program aims to show participants the
wide variety of study and career options in STEM fields.
There are two interested Melbourne Girls’ College (MGC) students who are currently going through the
application process. We wish both MGC students every success in the application process. The closing
date for applications is by middle of June 2018.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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The ConocoPhillips Science Experience – Various programs from July 2017 – January 2018
The ConocoPhillips Science Experience is a Nationwide STEM outreach program established, managed
and conducted by the Science Schools Foundation Incorporated an independent non‐profit association
of educationalists, Rotarians and industrialists.
Twelve Year 9 MGC students had applied for the 2018 Science Experience program to attend the
University of Melbourne, Parkville Campus. Our club sponsored all of the 12 student applicants which
are listed below. The program was held at Melbourne University in January 2018. This opportunity will
be offered again to all year 9 students at MGC via their newsletter as per the request of Principal, Karen
Money. The MGC students and teachers have embraced the opportunity.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ozlem Duman
Yasaman Dehbozorgi
Emma Kirkham
Emma Naismith

5.
6.
7.
8.

Claudia Rose McLeod
Sofia Howson
Emma Thompson‐Whiteside
Holly Wu

9.
10.
11.
12.

Sunshine Spencer
Eliza Motion
Allie Currie
Gabriella Denham

Rotary Club of Richmond Community Service Awards and STEAM Award 2017
The Rotary Club of Richmond Community Service Awards and the STEAM Award were presented to
three worthy recipients at Melbourne Girls’ College in November 2017. All student Awardees reported
back to the club on Monday the 26th of March. The projects that they are engaged in made them very
worthy recipients of their awards. They thanked theClub for the provision of the Awards.
We are also in negotiations with the Assistant Principal James Taylor, at RHS for a Community Service
Award to be offered to the new RHS. A Project Budget has been submitted to the Board for its
consideration for the next financial year 2018/2019.
Rotary Youth Exchange Program (RYEP)
The Youth Exchange program provides a unique opportunity for young
students to experience at first hand the many cultures of a different
country, a new way of life and in some instances another language.
Often, the friendships they make will be life long and important in
achieving the aims of the exchange ‐ the building of goodwill and
understanding between countries. The duration of the program is 50
weeks.
Overseas Exchange Student Outbound – Genevieve (Gen) Cox (to Germany)
We were the sponsor club for Gen Cox (from MGC) to Germany from January 2017 – February 2018.
Gen (pictured) had kept us up‐to‐date with her experiences in Germany and she embraced the
opportunities that have been provided to her through the exchange and she tried learning a new
language. Upon her return from Germany in January 2018 Gen reported back to the club and thanked
the club for our support. Please refer to the Interact Club section of this report for more information
regarding her contribution of service to the club. We are very pleased to support Gen as has
demonstrated the values of being a Rotarian.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Youth Exchange Student Inbound
Our club had approved to host a student from Austria. Our President Elect Jo Cowling had met with
MGC’s Principal Karen Money and has gained her support to invite MGC families to host the student and
to also attend school at MGC. Three families had been identified. Our Club had followed all the
protocols to ensure the student is placed safely to the host families that had volunteered to support the
club. Unfortunately, our club was notified at the last minute that the Austrian student was placed with
another club in our district. We thank the Principal Karen Money and the three MGC parents who
volunteered to host the student. Although it wasn’t the outcome we expected, this experience has
shown how strong our partnership with the MGC school community is.
MGC Interact Club
We were very fortunate to accept Genevieve Cox as the President for the MGC Interact Club. Gen was
our outbound youth exchange student and upon return she volunteered her services to lead the Interact
Club. President Genevieve Cox has worked with her Interactors on their community and international
projects. She will inform us in due course of possible dates to hold the chartering ceremony. Interact
District Chair Chris Richardson has requested to attend one of their meetings to inform them about the
Multi District Conference for 2019 and inform them of the special program for the Interactors where
there is an opportunity for them to participate. President Genevieve will get in touch District Chair Chris
Richardson to organise the visit.
Student Leadership Conference
The Student Leadership Conference was led by Rotarian Nia Holdenson.
This initiative was held on Wednesday 9th May 2018 in the MGC Library.
It commenced at 3.30pm and closed at 5.30pm. The schools that attended included Richmond HS,
Collingwood College, Mentone Girls' SC, Eltham HS, MGC and the MGC Interact Club. Students were
inspired by Guest Speakers Georgia Retallick (Y‐House) and Mandi Wendt (RC Melbourne) before
settling down to planning how they could initiate their own 'passion' projects. The student projects
centred on Cancer Research, Feminism, Environmental Issues, Youth Leadership and eradication of Palm
Oil. The older students mentored the younger leaders attending. This initiative was an exciting and
fruitful event and upon evaluation it will continue in 2019. We thank our Guest Speakers: Georgia
Retallick (Y‐House) and Mandi Wendt (RC Melbourne). We also thank Rotarians: Jo Cowling, Bronwyn
Stephens, Maria Makris, Brooke O'Callaghan and Ella McDonald for all their help.

Maria Makris
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CLUB SERVICE

Fundraising and Social Team (FAST)

Janice Peeler

Program

Jenny List

On To Conference

Jo Cowling

Bulletin

Sue Bolton

Web Site
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Fund Raising
A pressing need of Richmond Rotary, and other not for profit organisations, is fund raising.
The Fund Raising Committee is indebted to all who volunteer, and donate, to club events in
order to generate the funds to support our projects.
In this area Motto Fashions were a considerable contributor. They donate excess stock and via
3 x Pop Up Stalls approximately $5,281 was raised. The club members who worked on sale
days were ably assisted by Maureen Pang and other Friends of Richmond Rotary members.

Sausage sizzles are still one of our main source of
funding for our projects. Our BBQ trailer events are a
lot of fun as well as being a source of funds. Money
comes from either selling sausages or being paid by an
event organiser (pictured here at a City of Yarra event
which raised over $1,500).

Warwick and Paulette Bisley made their garden available for our
Classic Gardens Day. More than $3,000 was raised for the Worawa
Aboriginal School at Healesville and to help fund their dreaming
trail, currently under construction. Girls from the school donated
some original art work and gave an exhibition of Aboriginal
Dancing.
A wine and food night was held at a local wine merchants premises. It was an enjoyable event
but attendance numbers were disappointing. The high cost of running the
event was a salutary lesson in fund raising and was the reason other events
considered by the committee were cancelled. Only generous donations
prevented the evening running at a financial loss.
The committee considered, but did not proceed with a few events. In part,
due to our capacity of people to run them. But they are still potentials events for the future.
These included the trivia night and the flower arranging day.
A sub committee looked at the concept of starting an Op Shop in Richmond. There were
inherent risks in beginning such a venture for a club with small membership so the concept
was shelved.
A carried forward item is looking at sponsorship of events and having corporate people and
money involved.
RCR held a regular Monday night meeting at Donations In Kind (DIK). This was not only
enjoyable but was educational. Private donations of $1,500 , and a club donation, enabled
our club to pay the cost of one of the storage racks.
Whilst not actually fund raising we note eight people in our club were Paul Harris Society
Members and pledge $US1,000 pa to the Rotary Foundation.
I would like to thank Friends of RCR, members and all volunteers who supported our
fundraising activities and especially the efforts of Dawn Giltinan and John Benger. I cannot
close without a word of appreciation for PP Mark Dwyer and Kirsty for always bringing the
BBQ to events in pristine condition.
Janice Peeler
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Program

We have welcomed a variety of Guest Speakers during the last 12 months,
both informative and entertaining. We also try to program a FREE night
monthly, to enable extra Club interests to be accommodated.
Some topics under 4 Headings are:
EDUCATIONAL:

ENTERTAINING:

Drone Technology & Uses

Youth in Aged Care

3D Printing

Thought Dynamics

TheNight Sky

Melb. Shrine New Galleries

Tree Incarnation

Richmond RSL & Development

Befriending a Child in Detention

Mystery of Fairyland, Kew

Conquering 7 Highest Peaks

Secrets of Dickens

Visit to Camberwell Art Show

Positive Thinking – Business & Life

Film Night – End Polio Now

Ridgefield Garden – Coldstream

“Murder on the Orient Express”
MEDICAL;

CLUB PROJECTS:

Neural Plasticity

Bone Marrow Transplants

Burnet Institute Infectious Diseases

Hearing Dogs

Defibrillators & Demo of use

Child Safety & WWC Regulations

D.G.’s Visit

Tribute Night for late John Nairn

Interplast

Ainger Award

Slade Award

DIK Visit & Tour of Facility

RYAP Demonstration

Foundation

Club Forum

RYLA, MUNA, Exchange & Awardees

Induction of 4 New Rotarians

Talk after 9800 Conference

I hope our Program has given us ideas to enable us to “Make a Difference”.

Jenny List
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On to Conference Report

District 9800 Conference – Warrnambool ‐ 16 ‐18 March 2018.
The Club had 13 attendees at this year’s District 9800 Conference which was held in
Warrnambool from the 16 to 18 March.
DG Peter Frueh selected this picturesque regional city for an informative, inspiring and fun
filled conference.
Prior to conference we had 8 members and partners enjoy a pre‐conference tour. We had
many highlights along the way visiting the Aireys Inlet Lighthouse, enjoying lunch at the Swing
Bridge Café in Lorne and catching up with past member Sandy Day. We then journeyed onto
our first stop over in Apollo Bay and dinner at the Great Ocean Road Brew House. Hotel. The
following morning enroute to the Otway Tree Top walk we had breakfast at Chris’, the tree
walk was spectacular and well worth the visit.
We arrived in Warrnambool on the Thursday afternoon staying at the Quest apartments which
were situated beside the conference venue after a short rest we enjoyed a fabulous dinner at
The Pickled Pig a renowned local restaurant.
Friday, we enjoyed breakfast at The Pavilion Café with gorgeous views over the estuary and
we then visited the Logan Beach Whale Watching Platform– alas no whales to be seen! A
number of us also enjoyed the Maremma Dog Tour these dogs featured in the movie Oddball
which was filmed in the region.
Barry Roberts played a round of golf at the Port Fairy Golf course instead of breakfast
The Conference opening ceremony which was held at the historic Flagstaff Hill, this area also
has a rich and ancient geological history at Tower Hill Reserve.
Following this we all came together to enjoy the Club Dinner. This dinner was held at the
apartments and President Chris Kemp was our chef extraordinaire providing us with a
sumptuous dinner. It also provided us with an opportunity to get to know each other better (I
didn’t know our President was such a great cook) and we enjoyed great conversation and at
the same time we had lots of fun!!
The conference commenced on the Saturday morning and was held at the Lighthouse Theatre.
We heard from many high profile and inspiring speakers from diverse backgrounds who
incorporated the conference theme of “The Power to Make a Difference” into their
presentations. As with all conferences we had the opportunity for fellowship, to be inspired
by great people working in our communities and to re‐acquaint ourselves with many Rotary
friends and partners.
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Saturday night was a time for the Conference Dinner and we all got out the glad rags and
kicked up our heels – well some of us achieved the kicking up of the heels! Lots of fun with
some even going on to a post dinner shindig!! The evening also had some drama with a strong
smell of smoke in the air – we were to wake up the next day to hear that there was a
significant bushfire impacting the area and for some the return journey back to Melbourne.
Post conference a number of us continued to enjoy our tour staying overnight at the charming
fishing village of Port Fairy. We caught up with members of the RC of Rochester for a drink
and dinner.
Monday morning, we headed back to Melbourne. We all arrived back in Melbourne safely and
are now looking forward to the Multi District Conference to be held in Melbourne in 2019 –
we hope that many of our members and partners will attend this conference and Be The
Inspiration.
Jo Cowling
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Bulletin

The Bulletin has been printed most weeks and is widely distributed electronically to Club
members, Friends of Richmond Rotary, other interested parties and District personalities.
Several articles throughout the year have also been republished in the Networker. A few
members still receive a copy through the mail.
The Website link to the Richmond Bulletin via the BLOG is:
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au/blog.php
I hoped to achieve a combination of education, social news and club information. I have been
conscious of the fact that we have many new members so I have tried to use full titles and not
acronyms. I have also attempted to educate new members by highlighting and explaining the
many activities of Rotary.
Member news has been a feature each week, this may not interest the non‐members but is
based upon Paul Harris’ belief the key to Rotary success is friendship.
Thanks to Chew Chan who has been providing me with photos each week and these are stored
in Drop Box.
Thanks to John Benger for supplying me with several articles, also Trevor Pang & Homer Bassig
for the weekly posting of the Club Bulletin to our website blog.
Sue Bolton
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www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
Budget: Nil
Sponsors:
Scenovia
Premier Trading Company

In Kind
$ 400

Website Support
Website Hosting

Committee:
Trevor Pang
The Club Website has remained static this year despite an enthusiastic Backroom Team. The
webmaster continues to believe the site’s overhaul with the view to provide a useful portal for
information, marketing, information, data storage, interaction and an expression of the Club’s
vibrancy is vital.
Despite the lack of input key features continued:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The EVENTS CALENDAR gave information on current club meetings.
The BLOG posts the current weekly Bulletin.
The NOTICE BOARD advertises upcoming key events flyers.
The Member’s login was updated with the Club Directory.
The Club’s “Project Plans 2016‐2017” were posted although reference to it remains
questionable.
The Club Sponsors logos were posted onto the Homepage

Everyone is aware of the importance of having an informative and engaging website in these
digital times. Although our site seems to attract interest in our community, unfortunately
many club members remain “naive” of its existence and hence do not realise the importance
of the data and value held within.
There has been a profound lack of input and interest for the website from the Club this year,
which has resulted in recalcitrant‐progress of an invaluable communication tool.
I would like to thank my committee for their support, Homer Bassig of Scenovia for the
production expertise/maintenance and our Sponsors for their financial support.
Trevor Pang
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SPECIAL PROJECTS

The Ainger Public Speaking Award

Slade Literary Award
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The Ainger Public Speaking Award
The final of this award was held on May 21 2018 at the Amora Hotel Riverwalk with an
attendance of 120 Rotarians, partners, guests, parents and finalists. President Chris Kemp
welcomed the following guests: District Governor Elect Bronwyn Stephens and Mark, District
Governor Nominee Grant Hocking and Melissa, Assistant District Governor Anne King, David
Ainger, Patricia Peck, Kate Lidgett, Margot Kinsey, Karen Money ‐ Principal of Melbourne Girls’
College, Adjudicators Stephen Yolland and Jemma Richards, the ten finalists, members of the
Rotary Clubs of Richmond and Melbourne Park with their partners and friend, and
representatives from the schools along with parents and friends.
A special tribute was made on the night and in the Program to Don Kinsey AM who had passed
away on the 30th August last year. Don made a significant contribution to the Ainger Award as
he was a member of the inaugural committee devising the philosophy and guidelines of the
competition along with the briefing notes and scoring system which are the basis of the
adjudication. He was the principal adjudicator of the award for 22 years and saw it grow from
a competition involving two schools in Richmond to one that is open to invited secondary
schools in the Melbourne metropolitan area. Don was however more than an adjudicator as
he conducted mini workshops at the heats passing on valuable professional advice to students
and teachers. Don Kinsey was honoured in 1992‐93 by the Rotary of Richmond being named a
Paul Harris Fellow in recognition of his contribution to the Ainger Award. His wife Margot also
gave him wonderful support for 15 years as his co‐adjudicator at the finals. We were
delighted that Margot could be present on the night to share in this acknowledgment of Don’s
contribution to the Ainger Award.
This year celebrated the 29th Ainger Public Speaking Award. The Club is very proud of this
award as it has come a long way since it started in 1990 with only students involved from the
two Richmond secondary schools. Today it is open to secondary school students from invited
schools in the metropolitan area. Over 1,700 students have now contested the Ainger Award
which has an excellent reputation in the Melbourne school community. This year there was an
entry of 80 students from 34 schools in the four NHP sponsored heats which were held in the
Lyceum at the Melbourne Girls’ College. Two heats were also held at Melbourne Girls’
College. The senior heat for years 10‐12 is for the Richmond Schools’ Ainger Trophy. This year
five students contested this heat and it was won by Gemma Taylor a year 12 student Gemma
with the two other place getters represented MGC in the NHP open schools heats. There
were also some excellent speeches from the twelve nine students in the junior heat for years
7‐9 which for the first time included four students from the recently established Richmond
High School. A special thanks to Ms Isabelle Kontogeorgis for organising the heats at
Melbourne Girls’ College.
The Ainger Award Final was of a high standard with the audience being entertained by ten
four‐minute presentations of excellent quality by a group of talented young people from years
9 to 12. The finalists were from nine schools with the winner being Harrison Huber a year 9
student from Mentone Grammar School. Harrison who is 14 is the equal youngest winner in
the history of the Award. He delivered a very engaging and amusing speech about his parents’
involvement in his Facebook activities. Harrison received a cheque for $400; a Winner’s
Medallion and his name inscribed on the Ainger Perpetual Trophy. Gemma Taylor of
Melbourne Girls’ College was runner up and received a cheque for $300. Samuel Roach of St
Kevin’s College was third and received $200 and Conor Barnes of Westbourne Grammar
School won the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park’s Encouragement Award of $125.
A very special thanks to Patricia Peck and NHP for again generously providing the prize money
for the four all schools NHP sponsored heats and the senior internal heat held at Melbourne
Girls’ College. This was NHP and the Peck’s family 26th year of sponsorship of the Award We
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were delighted to welcome Patricia Peck and Kate Lidgett of NHP to the night.
contribution and ongoing support is greatly appreciated and valued.

Your

The prize money for the Final was again due to the generosity of the Ainger family. We thank
them for this contribution and their on‐going support of the award. We welcomed David
Ainger to the Final and thank him for presenting the Trophy and Medallion to the winner on
behalf of the family.
The contest this year would not have been possible without our excellent adjudication panel
of Stephen Yolland, Jemma Richards and Meredith Martin. Despite full bookings at the four
NHP sponsored heats the adjudication was carried out in a quick and efficient manner. Each
night the panel was available if students required any feedback or advice. Jemma Richards
also adjudicated at the heats at Melbourne Girls’ College. Stephen and Jemma were the panel
at the Final as Meredith was unavailable. The high standard of the speakers presentations
made their adjudication a most difficult task and their positive comments on the finalists’
performances was appreciated by both the participants and the audience. This year was
Stephen Yolland’s eighth year of adjudication, Jemma Richard’s sixth and Meridith Martin’s
third. Stephen, Jemma and Meredith are all passionate about developing the art of speaking
in young people and we are indeed fortunate to have their ongoing support and commitment
to the Anger Award.
Thank you to President Jacinta Walker and the members of the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park
for their support in conducting the Ainger Award this year. This was the sixth year of their
joint involvement with our club in conducting and hosting both the Heats and the Final. They
again sponsored a prize in the Final which is acknowledged as the Rotary Club of Melbourne
Park Encouragement Award. Jacinta Walker, Matt Kwietniak, and Gabrielle Parr from the
RCMP, along with Mark Dwyer (RCR) and myself made up the Ainger organising committee.
President Jacinta Walker was an excellent Chair of the Ainger Final and she was supported by
other RCMP members Aron Perenyi, Ben Salmon, Jason Reynolds, and Gabrielle Parr who
chaired the NHP heats. Matt Kwietniak with support from Haley Forge organised the emailing
of information and entries to the schools, the online registration and the online ticket booking
which worked efficiently and well. A thank you also to Tiang Cheng and Matt Kwietniak who
assisted on the adjudication panel at the heats. Thank you to Janice Peeler, Dawn Giltinan,
John Benger, Jo Cowling, Sue Bolton, Jenny List, Tim and Ann Baker, Barry and Sue Roberts and
Mark Dwyer for their attendance and support at the heats hosting our participants and guests.
We must also acknowledge and thank James Hamilton and Tate Dance for their photography
and videoing of the final. A special thanks to Trevor Pang for his assistance and support in
organising the compiling and printing of the Ainger Program for the Final. We are also
indebted to Karen Money the Principal of Melbourne Girls’ College and her staff for allowing
us to use the Lyceum Centre at the school to conduct the heats.
Overall it was an excellent Ainger Award this year. Entries were strong with the NHP
sponsored heats fully booked with several schools entering students for the first time. The
final was of a high standard and well attended. We are indeed fortunate that our ongoing
stake holders continue to support us however it is important for the future that we do not
take their support for granted but continue to work at fostering and growing them. In
particular our partnership with the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park in conducting the Ainger
Award continues to foster and grow. Their youthful energy and enterprise continues to make
a positive impact and indeed add value to this project. I thank them for their contribution and
look forward to their continued support and involvement in ensuring the future of this
wonderful speaking competition in the years ahead.
Ben Hosking
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Slade Literary Awards

The Slade Literary Award Presentation Evening is one of our distinguished youth events. On
Monday 24th July, the Rotary Club of Richmond (RCR) hosted the 24th Slade Literary Awards
evening and the presentation was held at the Amora Hotel. This year’s award was hosted by
Rotarian Maria Makris and attended by our new District Governor, Peter Frueh and his wife
Anne.
The Rotary Club of Richmond again had the pleasure of partnering with Mark Slade to sponsor
the 24th Annual Slade Literary Award. The Slade Award is named in honour of the late Henry
Slade who founded the competition in 1993 and sponsored it until his death in 2005. This
competition aims to encourage literary skills and offers the opportunity to showcase the
creative talents of students in Years 9, 10 and 11, in State Schools, within the City of Yarra and
neighbouring municipalities.
In 2017, participants were required to submit a piece of original prose or poetry up to 1,000
words on the topic ‘Making a Difference.’ This work was read and evaluated by a panel of
judges who were looking for creativity, originality, fluency, enthusiasm and appeal. The
winning entries were published in a small booklet to acknowledge the efforts of the winning
students. They are also posted on the RCR website.
The work must be original, that is, the work of the student. The judges also assess the
submitted pieces for plagiarism. Any evidence of plagiarism will result in immediate
disqualification. This is made known to all the students as part of the “Conditions of Entry”.
The judging panel is not aware of the names, school or gender of the participants and select
the winners according to creativity, originality fluency, conviction, appeal and grammar and
punctuation.
On the night of the finals, the finalists were introduced to the audience and as a panel were
quizzed about their writing. This was ably led by Rotarian Brooke Sandilands and President
Dan Tang from the Rotary Club of Collingwood.
The questions provided interesting insights to each student’s work and how they had tackled
this year’s theme. This new format provided an interesting twist for the audience who
remained enthused and stimulated with the creative talent of our competitors. Henry Slade
would have been as proud of our young writers as his legacy has achieved what he set out to
achieve. The quality of the students writing is improving every year and without exception
making the judging of the entries a very difficult task for the judges.
In 2017 the judging panel comprised of a mix of Rotarians, friends of Rotary and teachers. The
judging panel were: James Hamilton, John Liddell, Chris Makris, Maria Makris, Susan Parker
and Kristen Widdop.
The Slade Literary Awards Committee was: Dot Brown, Nia Holdenson, Janice Kesterton, John
Liddell, Glenys Liddell, Dan Tang, Brooke Sandilands and Sally Sutherland.
Our competition relies heavily on the Administrative Support which is undertaken by Glenys
Liddell. Hours of preparation is employed to organize the essays for the judges so that they
can judge them without bias by the judging day. As a club we are very grateful for her
enormous volunteering work. What would we do without your support? We thank you for
your very considerate support.
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Winning Entries 2017
First Prize
‘Birds of a Feather’
Sarah Kinch
Year 11 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
Second Prize
‘The Guest List’
Greta Chadwick
Year 10 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
Third Prize
‘Behind the Veil’
Leyla Yücel
Year 10 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
EAL Prize
‘To My Beloved Winnie Mandela’
Filbert Christone
Year 8 student at Auburn High School
Certificates of Merit
"Second Chance Fairy" Hoangan Le, Year 9, Melbourne High School
"Names and Souls" Milena Werner, Year 8, Auburn High School
"How the Internet Changed the World" Vladislav Monakhov, Year 9, Melbourne High School
"Quantum Computing" Henry Mann, Year 9, Melbourne High School
"Everyone can see it, but nothing is being done" Jessica Morton, Year 11,
Camberwell High School
EAL Certificate of Merit
"What am I Craving Today?" Yingqi Huang, Year 11, Balwyn High School
Certificates of Encouragement
"Why Go Zero Waste?" Ella Howarth‐Carpenter, Year 8, Auburn High School
"Waiting for Icecream" Michaela Tan, Year 11, Balwyn High School
"Ask Me" Zadie McCracken, Year 10 Collingwood College
EAL Certificate of Encouragement
"Nonviolent Protest" Darshil Shah, Year 11, Auburn High School
Maria Makris
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Our Sponsors

CREFFIELD DIGITAL PRINT
COMPLETE PRINTING SOLUTIONS

Maxell Batteries Australia

Friends of
Richmond Rotary
RIVERWALK MELBOURNE

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

