Timor-Leste Kindergarten Project
Thanks Freemasons for
the nuts and bolts

School resumes
The school year in Timor has changed
from northern to southern hemisphere
timing. This meant the children had 5
months holiday in the latter part of
last year and the teachers attended
Portuguese language training.
School has now resumed and the
photos and news are beginning to
flow again.
Sharing some of the goodies

Sorting using
Lizzie’s tweezers

So many donated items have been
really appreciated by the teachers:
• Motto’s beads
• the Freemasons nuts and bolts
• Tom’s kilometers of adhesive book
covering
• Brian’s wooden toys
• Chew’s and Dawn’s keyboards
• Andrew’s ice cream containers
• Lizzie’s tweezers
• Trevor’s pencil grips
• Magazines for cutting out – thanks
to our local newsagents!
• Lots of colourful resources for
cutting out from the Free
Kindergarten Association
• Felt off-cuts sourced by Margaret
Looker
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Motto’s buttons at work!
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Timor-Leste Kindergarten Project
Kindy Boxes A to D
Look at us!

And the contents of the first Kindy
Boxes (A – D) have now been
unpacked and are getting their first
airing. To itemise just a few of the
treasured items:
• Dupplo
• Lego
• Playdough
• Threading reels
• Lacing boards
• Weaving frame
Andrew’s ice cream containers at work

Labouring over Trevor’s pencil grip

Sobbing his heart out on the first day of
school – but still able to enjoy John’s truck!

Hard at Play Dough work

Rotary Club of Richmond

2

Timor-Leste Kindergarten Project
Recent donations

College woodworking shop.
Remember woodworker Andrew? He
very generously went over last May
and taught them how to make the
stools as well as several other items.
The men are happy to be making
some of these items at last.

The Salvation Army very generously
donated a very full boot-load of new
stuffed toys – the children love
playing with them in the classroom,
so the Directors can’t get enough of
them!

Andrew’s creative stool in production in Dili

A boot full of play friends

Kindy Box F (percussion music) – we
have shipped triangles, maracas and a
range of wooden music making items.
We will also be buying local
instruments. A friend of the project,
Rotarian Paul, is turning rhythm sticks
as the basis of the ‘orchestra’.

Our local Richmond OfficeWorks
continues their generous support of
the project.
Also, Ben Hosking and Tennis Victoria
recently donated 400 ‘nearly new’
tennis balls.

Kindy Box G (Gross Motor Control) is
currently being sourced: Hoops, balls,
skipping ropes, bean bags, quoits,
skittles etc etc.

These items are all now on the high
seas in the most recent shipment.

Kindy Boxes E, F and G

The Directors have requested these
items as although some of them can
be bought in Timor they are of very
poor quality.

The next 3 Kindy Boxes are in various
stages of planning, packing and
shipping!
Kindy Box E is about creativity and
has been largely dispatched. We have
sent items for Sand Tray Play:
Kitty litter tray (which will be lined
with sand) and to play in the sand:
plastic insects, farm and African
animals, dinosaurs, little people,
trees, sea shells, stones etc etc

Marg’s felt put to good use – the
Directors do a lot of skill exchange!

Then there are little cars and jigsaws
as well as a stool for the creative
corner made in Timor at the Salesian
Rotary Club of Richmond
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Timor-Leste Kindergarten Project
TaLiHa
Teacher Training

One set of teachers recently visited
another kindergarten, many hours
away, for a day of professional
development.

A teacher from NZ (Anne) who has
previously volunteered in Timor and
knows our kindergartens well is going
over to train our teachers for 2 weeks
in April. Barbara is accompanying her
as an ‘Assistant’.

The visit was a great success: new
friendships were forged, old ones
rekindled, ideas were shared,
methods were demonstrated and an
all-round sense of the importance of
their work as teachers was forged.

There will be 60 TaLiHa teachers
spread over 2 groups for a week each.
The training focuses on incorporating
the resources we send over, into their
teaching.

Friendship between Fohoren and Bazartete

Topics being covered include TaLiHa’s
philosophy, developing a Teachers’
Code of Ethics, Developing Gross
Motor Skills, Teaching Handwriting,
Music and Creativity.
In addition to this training our 25
Senior Teachers will spend 5 days
studying their 2nd psychology module
towards the Australian Catholic
University’s Certificate of Teaching
and Learning. Each Director is busy
raising the $100 they need to cover
the costs for each participant.

This visit demonstrates what TaLiHa is
about – working together to ultimately
advantage the children of Timor.
The 10 Directors are also beginning to
make their own personal and

A generous donor is paying Anne’s
fare from NZ but the Directors need to
raise the funds to cover other costs.
It is a central core of this project that
it is a partnership and that the
Directors are to do all they can to
contribute. Barbara has produced a
fundraising flyer for them (attached
separately) and they are currently
raising funds from amongst their
contacts. They would love some
support in this!
If you would like to support a
teacher in their training please
contact TaLiHa via Barbara on:

professional friendships. One great
outcome is that the sense of isolation
is breaking down for those working
out of Dili.
Rotary Club of Richmond

0413 05 7879
skills@mgdsventures.com
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Timor-Leste Kindergarten Project
Training Manuals

Many thanks

Barbara and Margaret Looker have
developed the first two Teachers
Training Manuals which will be used in
the April training. They are currently
being translated into Tetum.
These two manuals are Teaching
Handwriting and Developing Gross
Motor Control.

The emails are again coming in
reporting on how things are going,
commenting on the items that have
gone over and thanking us so very,
very much for what we do.

Visitor from Timor
Dunalva, one of our Directors, was in
Melbourne at the end of last year. She
was studying english at Victoria
University for 10 weeks.
She worked extremely hard at her
studies but had time to visit many of
our donors to thank them personally
for their help.

Many hands make light work ………. another
great resource made in Dili to Andrew’s plans

Sponsorship needed
If you would like to continue your
sponsorship of a teacher in the Kindy
Box Project then please contact us.
Kindy Boxes cost either $50 or $100
or you can sponsor a teacher for all
three Kindy Boxes for the 09-10
rotary year for $250
For more information on how you
can help contact Barbara on
0413 05 7879 or email her on:
skills@mgdsventures.com

Loading up donations at Free Kindergarten Association

Dunalva also visited the Rotary Club
where she spoke of her life on the
island of Atauro, a 2 hour boat ride
from Dili.

Rotary Club of Richmond
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