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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and,
in particular, to encourage and foster:
FIRST:
SECOND:

THIRD:
FOURTH:

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness
of all useful occupations, and dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business and
community life; and
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through world
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE AVENUES OF SERVICE
Club Service:
Through Club Service we demonstrate our commitment to the core values of Rotary – service, integrity
fellowship, leadership and diversity, and involves all the activities necessary for a club to function
successfully.
Vocational Service:
This gives the opportunity for each Rotarian to represent the dignity and utility of one’s vocation to
other members of the club.
Community Service:
Individual clubs undertake to improve life in their communities.
Youth Service:
This is designed for clubs to deliver effective youth programs, in order to motivate young people to
acquire learning and life skills.
International Service:
This describes programs and activities which Rotarians undertake to advance international
understanding, goodwill and peace. Projects are designed to meet humanitarian needs of people in
many lands.
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

MARK DWYER
I have had the greatest pleasure and privilege of being the president of this amazing Richmond
Rotary for the last twelve months. I followed Nia Holdenson which we all must agree, is a hard
act to follow. I wish to thank all the members of Richmond Rotary and all the people
associated with Richmond Rotary for their help during my time as President.
As we all know it is all the people working on all the projects that Richmond Rotary does that
makes this organisation such an amazing club to be associated.
I stated that the main aim of my year was to keep all the projects that we do year in and year
out going, and try to get a presence out in the local community. We have started to get a
minor presence in the local community and I will work on that in the years to come.
The following reports give just an idea of the work that we have done in the last year and
please read them, to be proud of the work you, Richmond Rotarians have done. More
importantly use this document to show to your friends and associates to show them what an
amazing organisation you have in Richmond Rotary.
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REMEMBER
We are members of an organisation:‐
-

-

-

-

-

that has the highest non‐governmental status with the United Nations.
that one of its four cornerstones for being a member is – “Is it FAIR to ALL concerned”?
that has a foundation that will distribute over $120,000,000.00 to Rotary projects this
coming year.
that has ROMAC – Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children, that bring children from
underdeveloped countries to Australia for life changing medical procedures.
that has Rotary Friendship Exchange, this reciprocal program advances international
understanding and peace through personal contact across borders while developing
Inter‐District and Inter‐Club relationships that lead to fellowship and service projects.
that I believe has the best humanitarian Projects in the world.
that has RAM ( Rotarians Against Malaria ) which is dedicated to fight against malaria,
one of the major health threats in the world today.
that has a Foundation that is One Hundred Years Old, has just been ranked the Fifth
Best in the World, and one of its major projects for the last 25 years is to eradicate
Polio from the world, which we are this close to doing.
that has RAWCS – Rotary Australia World Community Services which is to encourage
district clubs to develop and implement international service projects. Helping our
international community around the world.
that has some of the greatest people in the world involved in it.
that has Polio Plus, with support of US$350M from The Gates Foundation, has raised
in excess of US$1.5 Billion to vaccinated 2.5 Billion Children worldwide since 1985 to
try to eradicate Polio from our world.
that runs a Rotary Peace and Conflict Study Program for Professional Development,
funded by Rotary Foundation, which is a three month course in Conflict Resolution
and Peace Building.
WE ARE MEMBERS OF RICHMOND ROTARY
I wish to thank the Board members, Committee Chairs and Project leaders for all their
hard work, support and direction that continued to make this one of ‘THE CLUBS’ in
Rotary District 9800.
I kept saying through the year that I could make all the mistakes possible, but the
backbone of the club was its members and they would make me look good in front of
them, which you have all done.
I have great pleasure to pass on the leadership to Chris Kemp who will bring his own
style and I look forward to working with him during his year of being president.
It has been privilege and an honour to be president of such an amazing club, and I
have had such a great time as well.
Mark Dwyer
President 2016‐17
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INTERNATIONAL
Trevor Pang
Chair

Friends of the Hudad

Trevor Pang

KIVA Loans

Chris Kemp

Bali Hospitality Scholarship

Chris Kemp

Bairo Pite Clinic ‐ East Timor

John Benger

Endotrachael Tubes

Janice Peeler
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Friends of the Hudad
Friends of the Hudad, based in Melbourne, Australia, is a Non‐Governmental Organisation
with not‐for‐profit and charity status. It formed in 2014 with the specific goal of constructing
the Abuchagula Primary School & Community Development Project. Its members have
personal and cultural ties to Ethiopia and specific skills and expertise in areas required for the
project, such as building, design, project management, land management, fundraising &
teaching.
The Rotary of Richmond, the Rotary Club of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & Melbourne Girls’ College
have a joint project partnership.
The Project Team decided to proceed with the first stage of the project by providing funding &
expertise to establish proper Sanitation & Water. An application by President Mark Dwyer has
made for a RI Matching Global Grant was unsuccessful.
President Mark is investigating the possibility of further applications for Matching Grants.
The Rotary Club of Preston has donated $1,000 to the Friends of the Hudad project.
Trevor Pang

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Kiva Loans
Kiva is a website that allows the club to deposit funds and make a number of small loans to
entrepreneurs for projects around the world. Loans start as little as $25 and are repaid
monthly over terms from 3 to 24 months. Rotary clubs around the world have already
provided over $500,000 in loans using the platform.
Kiva Loans allows an opportunity to involve new members in service as we could allow them to
pick a project that interests them on the club’s behalf and the funds are available to be
recalled as they are repaid should they be required for other projects. Withdrawals are
processed within 2 days through Paypal.
Kiva was established in 2005, over 1.5 million people have lent money through the site and it
has a 97.2% repayment rate.
It has a four star independent Charity Navigator rating.
Trevor Pang
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Bali Hospitality Scholarship
The Bali Hospitality Scholarship is a sponsor partnership between the Rotary Club of Richmond
and the “Mediterranean Bali Hospitality and Cruise Line Training Centre” to provide a
career path in tourism via a scholarship for a disadvantaged young person.

Pak Agung from “Mediterranean Bali Hospitality and Cruise Line Training Centre” has
agreed to run a scholarship program for the Rotary Club of Richmond to sponsor a student
in the next intake at either their Bangli or Karangasam campus.
The next intake of English classes begin in June and practical hospitality experience begins
in August. The cost for a scholarship in Bangli would be IDR 13,500,000 ($1,320AUD) or
IDR 12,750,000 in Karangasam ($1,247).
The scholarship will provide the student with all of the skills and support required to work
on an international cruise ship.
A suitable candidate for a Hospitality Scholarship is underway.
Meanwhile during April a new volunteer joined the program, she holds a Phd Degree in
Linguistic.
Trevor Pang
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Bairo Pite Clinic East Timor
2015‐2016 was a major year for our support of BPC. A major sewerage and water project.
This year, 2016‐2017, we have been working with the clinic in relation to changes they are
planning, but there has not been a major project that we have undertaken.
We have however made a major step in establishing a contact with DIK* and together with
members have visited their store to review what we can obtain through them for BPC.
Subject to approval this will be a significant 2017 ‐ 2018 project.

Pictured is a consulting room and we are also looking at possibly targeting some building work
for them.

*DIK is Donations In Kind is a Rotary project that takes quality items that are surplus to
requirement of Australian schools, hospitals and major entities. It is a case of establishing a
“wish list” from BPC and seeing if DIK can assist. We need to provide funding for freight.
John Benger
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Endotracheal Tubes
This has been the continuation of a project commenced last year and further distribution of
the tubes has been done via Adopt a Clinic and DIK.
Project details.
• Around $150,000 of ETT’s has been donated to RCR for distribution to countries in our
region. These tubes are used in operating procedures.
• Via surgical contacts, Interplast and Open Hearts Australia destinations have been
established for the 10.000 units.
• Delays have been experienced but we are progressing finding places where they can be
used.
• Ones not suitable for international distribution are the large ones for animals and these
were subsequently donated to the Royal Melbourne Zoo.

Pictured are retired anaesthetists Dr Janice Peeler and Dr Dawn Giltinan explaining the process
to Nia Holdenson.
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FOUNDATION
Mark Dwyer
Board Director
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Foundation Report

The Rotary Foundation is a pool of money that is used for Rotary international projects. There
are two pools of money, one being the annual fund and the other being the permanent fund.
The annual fund is the money that is given to Rotary International and held for three years, in
which the interest earned during the three years pays for the administration for the
Foundation running costs and then after the three years the money is released for use.
The permanent fund is money held and never used, but the interest from that money is
released each year for use to the rotary clubs.
The annual fund money is used for the following projects:‐
Vocational Training Teams
Post Graduate Scholarships
Rotary World Peace Fellowships
Rotary Peace and Conflict Study Program
Rotary Foundation Humanitarian Grants
District Grants
Global Grants
PolioPlus

Matching Grants
We applied for a Global Matching Grant.
This is for the new water and sewerage work for a new school in Ethiopia working with the
Friends of Hudad. The district of 9800 has stated that they will contribute $10,000.00 and
then the Matching Grant from Rotary International (R.I.) of $20,000.00, all going toward this
project worth over $50,000.00.
Unfortunately, we did not get the Global Matching Grant, but was advised that if we applied
again when we met further requirements we probably would be successful. We will look at re‐
applying in the future.
Club Contribution
The club and members contributed over $7,000.00 in the Rotary year to the Rotary
Foundation.

Mark Dwyer for Ross Telfer
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AUSTRALIAN ROTARY HEALTH
Trevor Pang
Chair

An app‐based parenting intervention to prevent
childhood depression and anxiety
‐ Deakin University
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashion Pty Ltd
Engaging differentiation of immature leukemic cells
in acute myeloid leukaemia
‐ Monash University
‐ Sponsor ‐ The Mactier Family and private donation
Indigenous Nursing Scholarships x 2
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashions Pty Ltd
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MICHELLE BENSTEAD
Australian Rotary Health Post Graduate PHD Scholarship
Sponsor – Rotary Club of Richmond & Motto Fashions Pty Ltd ($33,000)
Age: 36
Education: Bachelor of Applied Science (Psychology), First Class Honours (Deakin University)
Current employment: Research Assistant
Deakin University
Development and Evaluation for BEST‐Foundations: A Preventative Family‐based Intervention for
Children at Risk of Developing Depression in Adolescence.
Michelle L Benstead is currently completing her PhD at Deakin University School of Pshchology ,
Melbourne Australia. She was awarded a Youth Mental Health PhD Scholarship through Australian
Rotary Health/Motto Fashions ‐ Rotary Club of Richmond. Her research interests center around
child development and mental health, with a focus on attachment, reflective function and family
interactions. She is currently in the process of writing up papers associated with her research and
has co‐authored papers.
Project Summary:
Whilst mental health problems, such as depression and anxiety, have been identified in children
as young as 3 years, few effective interventions have been developed or evaluated to treat or
prevent emerging emotional disorders. Michelle Benstead will lead an evaluation of BEST‐
Foundations, a newly developed family‐based preventative intervention, designed for families
who have children who show early symptoms or score high on known risk factors.
During October 2016 Michelle presented an abstract at 2nd International Conference on Adolescent
Medicine & Child Psychology in the UK. The theme “New Insights on advanced research and
deciphering behavioral strategies in child development”.
The Abstract
Emotional disorders, such as depression and anxiety, are pervasive disorders that have roots in
early life. While emotional disorders are more prevalent in adolescence, research indicates that
symptoms present much earlier. Identifying early modifiable risk factors provides a window of
opportunity for intervention that is currently largely overlooked. Despite strong evidence
demonstrating highly co‐morbid symptoms, interventions have often treated anxiety and
depression in isolation. The current intervention addresses the need for trans‐diagnostic
interventions for treatment and prevention of emotional disorders in children. BEST‐Foundations
have been developed to target modifiable risk factors associated with emotional disordered
symptomology in children aged 3‐11 years. The intervention includes all family members and is
designed to address three aims: to improve symptoms of emotional disorders in children; to
increase parental confidence and knowledge; and to improve overall family functioning. The 10‐
session intervention draws on theoretical principles of attachment theory and family systems,
includes components of psycho‐education, and builds on the empirically‐supported BEST program.
BEST‐Foundations is currently being piloted and will employ a mixed method study design to
analyse data. A case‐series analysis will be employed to assess change over time, as well as within
and between participant comparisons. Qualitative methods will be utilised to gain insight into the
participants’ experience and meaning of the intervention, and researchers’ observations of
participants’ interactions. Preliminary results appear promising, and a larger randomised control
trial is planned post‐pilot, to determine efficacy.
Michelle updated the Club with a presentation on Monday 27 February and met with her sponsor
John Browne from Motto Fashions. We wish Michelle well in her second year of her ARH
Postgraduate Scholarship.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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PROGRESS REORT
Over the past year I have completed the manual for the BEST‐Foundations intervention, and I have
developed a 1‐day training workshop, and trained staff at Drummond Street Services to assist in
delivering the intervention with me.
There have been some changes to my supervisory team this year. A/Prof Lewis and Dr. Berk have
left Deakin University, however A/Prof Lewis has remained on the supervisory team as an external
supervisor. He has moved to Murdoch University in Perth and is running the intervention over
there with several post‐doc students he is supervising. This has strengthened the scope of the
intervention as it is now a multi‐site, multi‐state study, and I plan to incorporate data collected at
Murdoch in my final analysis. This has meant that clinical governance over the project has shifted,
and I am running the intervention out of Drummond Street Services (DSS; Carlton & Wyndham)
instead. DSS is a well‐established welfare organization that offers family‐based mental health
services to vulnerable families (see www.ds.org.au for further information). Across both sites, 14
families have been recruited with 11 families either completed or currently completing the
intervention, and will continue to recruit more families across both sites. The inclusion of A/Prof.
Tess Knight as my new Principal Supervisor is a great addition to the project as she was part of
previous BEST trials, and is an expert in qualitative analysis, which I will be incorporating in my
analyses using a mixed‐method design.
In October this year, I travelled to London to present at the Child Psychology and Adolescent
Medicine conference, which was well received. While I was in London, I took advantage of being
there and undertook training in Mentalization‐Based Treatment for Parents: Reflective Parenting
Workshop, at the Anna Freud Center London, UK. This workshop further enhanced my knowledge
of the theoretical underpinnings of the intervention, and also strengthened my ability to deliver the
intervention, as well as train therapists in the model and further refine the manual.

Pictured: Michelle at the 2nd International Conference on Adolescent Medicine & Child Psychology

I also took the initiative to organize to meet with Professor Peter Fonagy, a leading expert in the
area of Mentalization/Reflective functioning. This provided me with the opportunity to network
and to discuss my research project. Professor Fonagy also offered to be an examiner for my thesis,
as he was interested in my approach.
In terms of writing, I have conducted the systematic literature review and am in the final stages of
writing up the findings. I will be submitting the review for publication in a peer‐reviewed journal in
early December this year. I have also prepared a study protocol paper that I plan to submit once
we have our complete data‐set. I have been working on the data files, creating the SPSS data file
for the quantitative component of my PhD, as well as typing up transcripts of the sessions for
qualitative analysis.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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With regards to the intended analysis of bio‐samples, it appeared that this was holding up
recruitment, with many families not wanting to provide hair and saliva samples. As a research
team, we decided to cease collecting this data, as it was a supplementary study. Since that
decision was made recruitment has again progressed well.
What are the personal highlights of your research findings so far?
Working with the families and seeing decreases in their children’s symptoms of depression and/or
anxiety, not just in the measures on paper, but within the families themselves‐ the way they
interact with each other, is wonderful. All of the parents and children involved in the study so far
have been very complimentary of the intervention, and provided very encouraging feedback on
how it has helped their families. It really makes all of the hard work that goes in to the program and
PhD worthwhile.
Presenting my research in London at an international conference was great. It was good to be
amongst other like‐minded researchers with a vested interest in making the futures of children
brighter. It was also great to receive positive feedback on the program I have developed, and
agreeance that there is a real need for this intervention internationally.
What are you looking forward to in the future of your research?
I am looking forward to working with more families across the next few months, and working with
staff at Drummond Street services into the future to embed the program within the services they
offer. The CEO of Drummond Street, Karen Field, has been very encouraging and feels that the
BEST‐Foundations intervention is a good fit, particularly since evidence‐based services of this kind,
for this age‐group, are not readily available.
In February, I am looking forward to being able to meet with the Rotarians that have assisted in
funding this program, and telling them about the project they are supporting.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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STEPHEN NGO
Australian Rotary Health Post Graduate PHD Scholarship
Sponsor – Mactier Family, Rotary Club of Richmond & Dawn Giltinan ($38,000)
Following a number of years of PP Rob Mactier holding Pearl Day fund raisers, in memory of
his late wife, we received a generous donation from Rotarian Dawn Giltanan and the
combined funds enabled us to offer a three year PhD Research Scholarship to Stephen Ngo.
Project Summary and Aims:
Blood cell production is organised in a hierarchical manner. Broadly speaking, this hierarchy
begins with haematopoietic stem cells, which possess the unique ability to self‐renew, but to
also differentiate and give rise to progenitor cells. In turn these progenitor cells, which are
highly proliferative, will differentiate further and mature into different types of functional
blood cells that are generally non‐dividing. In leukaemia’s such as acute myeloid leukaemia
(AML), this tightly regulated process is disrupted through genetic mutations, resulting in the
inability of progenitor cells to mature into specific cell types. Consequently, AML is
characterised by an accumulation of highly proliferative, immature progenitor cells that fail to
undergo the normal maturation process. AML is an aggressive cancer with 5‐year survival rates
of less than 50%. With this in mind, our research groups are investigating how particular
mutations that control normal blood cell differentiation and maturation lead to AML. We
have shown for the first time that reversing particular mutations drives the maturation and
differentiation of leukemic cells and causes disease regression and remission. This PhD project
aims to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the underlying mechanisms that
drive normal blood cell differentiation and maturation, and to identify novel ways to drive
maturation of AML cells. Ultimately we hope that this Project will identify new therapeutic
strategies for AML patients who are unresponsive to current therapies.
How will this research help people?
Each year thousands of people in Australia are diagnosed with leukemia, with the 5 year
survival rate of patients that are diagnosed with the disease being alarmingly low. Although it
is understood that leukaemia arises from a defect in blood cell lineage maturation, the specific
underlying mechanisms that regulate blood cell development and thus the genetic mutations
that drive leukaemogenesis are still largely unknown. This project provides the unique
opportunity to use cutting edge genetic manipulation technology to tackle these important
questions, and attempts to innovatively re‐correct blood cell development. By forcing these
highly proliferative leukemic cells to differentiate, the major cell populations driving
leukaemogenesis are eliminated via a non‐invasive approach. Therefore, this project has the
potential to provide invaluable insight towards designing new therapeutic techniques in
treating people with leukaemia.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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PROGRESS REPORT
Acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) is caused by the acquisition of somatic mutations in haematopoietic
progenitors resulting in the inability of these cells to differentiate into committed cell lineages. AML
is also considered to be a very aggressive form of cancer, and patients with AML have a very poor 5
year survival rate of 25%. There are many different types of genetic mutations that are capable of
causing AML. These mutations can be broadly categorized into two groups: mutations that promote
cell proliferation (class I) and mutations that block cell differentiation (class II). Interestingly, whole
genome sequencing of large cohorts of AML patient samples has shown that many of these class II
mutations very rarely co‐occur within a single patient. This striking mutual exclusivity amongst some
of the most common mutations found in AML therefore suggests that there may be a common
downstream process in which these genetic lesions need to disrupt in order to drive disease.
During my first 6 months as a PhD student, a key focus of mine was to develop and familiarize myself
with the range of experimental techniques and genetic systems in which our lab frequently relies
upon to address our scientific aims. More specifically, I have been able to learn how to use Gibson
Assembly to clone my retroviral vectors that will be used to throughout my PhD. Additionally, I have
become very familiar with working with a range of AML cells in cell culture, and also using FACs for
analyzing my cells.
Having learnt these techniques, I am now able to utilize these experimental tools to address a
number of my project aims, with the first aim focusing on identifying which commonly occurring,
mutually exclusive mutations found in AML inhibit PU.1 function.
Thus far, I have been able to show in our cell culture experiments, that many of the genetic lesions
found in AML that have been suggested to block cell differentiation, are able to inhibit PU.1 function.
Furthermore, I have also begun trying to establish animal models that express these commonly
occurring ‘class II’ mutations to try and develop a more systematic and clinically relevant approach in
investigating what other genes these ‘class II’ mutations need to disrupt in order to drive AML.
What are the personal highlights of your research findings so far?
The greatest highlight of my research thus far is that we’ve been able to validate and show for the
first time, that many of the most common mutations found in AML seem inhibit the function of PU.1,
thus validating our hypothesis that inhibiting PU.1 function may be the central, downstream process
by which these mutually exclusive oncogenes converge onto to drive AML. Through preliminary in
vitro studies, we have been able to show that some of the most common genetic mutations found in
AML such as AML‐ETO, PMLRARA, Runx1 and NPM1c, all appear to inhibit PU.1 function. NPM1c is
particularly interesting, as evidence has most recently emerged suggesting that this mutant protein
could physically bind to PU.1 and therefore potentially inhibit its function. Hence our findings in
regards to NPM1c supports the most recent literature, and also shows functional evidence that
NPM1c does indeed inhibit PU.1 function. Together, either of these four aforementioned genetic
mutations can be found in over 65% of patients with AML, highlighting the huge potential targeting
PU.1 has in treating AML. Therefore, although further research into identifying and understanding
the underlying mechanism in which these mutations inhibit PU.1 still needs to be completed, the
potential therapeutic implications of these findings are also very exciting.
What are you looking forward to in the future of your research?
For the next year, what I most look forward to is building on the research we have completed thus far
during my first six months of my PhD, and to start using animal models to begin looking at uncovering
how these commonly occurring mutations found in AML are able to disrupt PU.1 function. By
developing a stronger understanding of this process, we’ll begin to make more serious progress in
identifying more effective therapeutic targets to ‘correct’ the disruption of PU.1 function by these
common AML mutations. In relation to this, it we are also keen on looking at what other genes these
‘class II’ lesions need to disrupt in order to drive AML, independent of PU.1. Ultimately this will allow
us to have a stronger grasp of the overall process of the development of AML.
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Indigenous Nursing Scholarships x 2
$10,000 over 2 years

SAMARA RAE

Samara Rea from Cairns completed her Scholarship at Deakin University Geelong at the end of
last year. She was sponsored by Motto Fashions via the Rotary Club of Richmond. Samara is
currently doing postgraduate training at a Tiwi Island hospital.
As encouragement for Samara, John has offered
“I am so happy to have you as Motto's Nursing Scholar, your smiling face and positive outlook
will make the patients feel better heal faster and laugh longer. I’m putting the pressure on you
with my commitment to take on two new Indigenous Scholars if you can achieve a distinction
in your final results and one New Scholar if you complete with a pass – (this) is what life is
about, if you put in more, so will I”. – John Browne, director Motto Fashions Pty Ltd
Currently ARH is advertising for applications for 2 x 2‐year Indigenous Nursing Scholarships
sponsored by Motto Fashions via the Rotary Club of Richmond.
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COMMUNITY AND
VOCATIONAL SERVICES
Tim Baker
Chair

Mock Job Interviews

Tim Baker

Rotary Youth Arts Project

Tim Baker

Rotary Next Step Program

Tim Baker

Worawa Indigenous Girls College

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Community Service Report 2016 – 2017

1. Mock Job Interviews March 2017
This year the Mock Job Interview program with Melbourne Girls’ College is now integrated
into the schools curriculum. This has ensured that all of the 260 Year 10 students complete
the Tutorial Program and will be interviewed. From this group the young people with the
greatest need were selected for the 84 places to be interviewed by 24 volunteers from Rotary
and Friends of Rotary for one of 15 job options on Thursday 16th March. Thank you
Interviewing team of Richmond Rotarians, Friends of Rotary and Rotary Supporters: Sue
Bolton, Jenny Crofts, Des Dwyer, Colin Looker, Margaret Looker, Kate Norton, Trevor Pang,
Denise Charman, Brian Smith, Mark Dwyer, John Benger, Jo Cowling, Ben Hosking, Janice
Peeler, Neil Elliott, Allison Pasznyk, John Benger, Di Dale, Dawn Giltinan, Melissa Carfax‐Foster,
Chris Kemp, Adam Sherwell, Jean Marc Berthier, Lauren Browne & Andrea Lund.
The Feedback from the 84 students and the school confirmed the program to be a success.
The school thanked the Rotary Club of Richmond for helping the Year 10 students experience
an interview more akin to the real world than any interviews they may have experienced
before. After the interview Mella arranged for the 84 young people to complete a feedback
sheet. A sample summary of the key points from the students responses:
I. The interviewers were ‐ really nice and awesome, they made me feel comfortable
and in the end their feedback was great. I will take the interviewers’ advice in
the future; they were very well prepared.
II. I learned ‐ how to write a professional cover letter and resume, interviews are not
that hard and not to be nervous, how an interview works, what questions to ask
and what to wear, to research the company.
III. When I attend another interview I will speak more slowly, present myself
differently and ask more questions, positively about the organization and
incorporate what the job needs when I talk about myself, speak louder, project
my voice and be confident in what I am saying, sell myself.
IV.
This small extract of the responses and the comments is consistent with all of
the feedback sheets. It was an effective learning experience that will help the
young people when the real job applications and interviews are experienced.
We thank Erin Edgley, Careers officer from Melbourne Girls’ College for
organising the event so effectively.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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2. Rotary Youth Arts Project (RYAP)
This year we celebrate 17 years since commencing the RYAP. (This program followed on from
the long running RYTE program.) For the first five years we focused on young people suffering
the effects of substance abuse supporting an Arts program with Jesuit Social Services, Artful
Dodgers and Odyssey House. We then shifted our focus to helping disadvantaged young
people who live in the C of Y high rise estates and attend schools within the City of Yarra. We
work with the schools, Dancehouse (Centre for Contemporary Dance) and CCP (Centre for
Contemporary Photography). In this year we focused on a special Year 9 class of 34 young
people attending Collingwood College (CC). The program was conducted throughout Term 3
with students walking from CC to CCP or Dancehouse, where they attended workshops
conducted by professional artists.
At the end of Term 3, on 16th September, the end of project event was presented to the
school, family, friends, supporters and sponsors at the Fitzroy Town Hall. A unique
choreographed dance was presented and an exhibition of high quality creative photographs
was displayed. They were later displayed at CCP and then at Collingwood College.
The young people all received their Graduation Certificates and they had earned the right to
be considered for a place in the Rotary Next Step Program. The organisers and participants
were thanked for their excellent work. Thank you to the Friends of Rotary for serving and
preparing the refreshments.
The event jointly funded by Richmond and Collingwood Rotary Clubs was attended by an
estimated 110 people and was universally considered a great success. Both Dancehouse and
the Centre for Contemporary Photography advised after the event they are keen to continue
the program.
Thanks to Angela Conquet CEO Dancehouse, and her staff, Naomi Cass CEO Centre for
Contemporary Photography and her staff, Euan Morton and Samantha Horstman ‐
Collingwood College, Trevor and Maureen Pang and the Friends of Richmond Rotary for their
continued support.

3. The Rotary Next Step Program
The Rotary Next Step program is now in its 10th year of operation. With 55 young people.
This is a mix of graduates of this year’s Rotary Youth Arts Program now in Year 10 attending
Collingwood College and Fitzroy High School. We are not supporting Sydney Road Community
School. This is to improve the service we are able to offer by concentrating on the two larger
schools.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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The project this year has run smoothly with Katrina Dwyer, our Youth Case manager who has
now worked in the project for four years.
During the year the young people received career guidance, utilising “My Future, and Chandler
Macleod CMYPeople career Guidance testing. All the students, received training in How to
Get a Job and How to Manage Money.
We work with each of the schools to identify work experience that matches each individual’s
career direction. We utilise our Rotary Cluster Network, (Rotary Clubs of Collingwood, Fitzroy,
Carlton, Brunswick, Melbourne Park, and Richmond).
So we can expand our offer of experiences to the young people, we have increased our focus
on connecting with, and utilising, other Youth organisations. Two of our major funding
organisations, the City of Yarra, and Inner North Community Foundation are helping us with
this strategy.
The training in “How to Get a Job”, was delivered by volunteer Kate Norton (HR Manager),
with the help of Des Dwyer, and Colin Looker. “How to Manage Money” delivered by Gavin
Martin.
Try Mentoring delivers the mentoring program and three young people elected to have a
mentor. We thank, Chandler Macleod for their long term support, providing without cost their
unique online Career Guidance testing, our volunteer trainers and those who have provided
work experience opportunities for the young people.
We are indebted to the Donors of our funds. These include Faye and John Browne from Motto
Fashions, Simon Baker CAV Investments, Nigel Peck, Simon Marriott, the Inner North
Community Foundation and the City of Yarra. All have been wonderful long term contributors.
Thank you for the support of the members of the Rotary Club of Richmond. A particular thank
you to fellow Trustees of the Rotary Club of Richmond Next Step Trust ‐ Trevor Pang and Judy
Nettleton, to Ben Hosking for his financial guidance and Dot Brown for her accurate book‐
keeping.

Tim Baker, Project Coordinator, Community Service
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Worawa Dreaming Trail

Since 1968 Worawa has catered for Aboriginal students from across Australia. It became an all-girls
school in 2010 and currently caters for girls in the middle years of schooling (Years 7-10).
The school’s philosophy places emphasis on providing total education for Aboriginal students. All
from challenged backgrounds.
Education not only in academic, intellectual and physical areas but also in fostering pride in
Aboriginal culture and a greater sense of identity.
The Dreaming Trail is the centerpiece of the cultural development and it reflects the relationship
between Aboriginal people and the Land. It provides a means to nurture the spiritual connection to
the land and to honour those who have walked the land before us. Reinforcing connections to the
land is a fundamental of Aboriginal culture.
Highlighting the importance of culture fosters greater self-esteem and the pride that empowers the
students.

The club made a $7,000
donation to complete an
aspect of the Dreaming
Trail.
In addition members of
the club have assisted in
providing manpower for
certain events at the
school, including the
annual
sports
day
(23/5/17) held during
Reconciliation Week.

Pictured right are members of RC
Richmond at the BBQ with our Exchange
Student, Philippine Marabita.
Janice Peeler
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YOUTH SERVICES
Maria Makris
Chair
RYPEN: Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
ConocoPhillips Science Experience
MUNA: Model United Nations Assembly
National Youth Science Forum
RYLA: Rotary Youth Leadership Award
Rotary Overseas Youth Exchange
Rotary Club of Richmond Community Services Awards
International Women’s Day Breakfast

Interact Club of Melbourne Girls' College
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Youth Services

Richmond Rotary was very active in sponsoring young people to attend a variety of programs,
activities and camps in the 2016 – 2017 Rotary Year. Below is a list of the youth services and
initiatives that our club supported together with a short description of the opportunities that
were provided.
RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment)
The Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment or RYPEN is a Rotary sponsored District New
Generations program. Year ten and eleven students, from schools across District 9800 attend
a weekend long camp designed at developing their potential through a mixture of lecture style
sessions and adventure‐based learning.
RC Richmond sponsored four students to attend the RYPEN program. The four students were
Kate Laurice Buckley, Charlotte Dunning, Charlotte Rose Lionnet and Athénaïs Matias. The
camp was on Friday the 17th of March to Sunday the 19th of March. Mark Dwyer drove them
to the Doxa Camp at Axedale and Jean Marc Berthier brought them back to Melbourne Girls’
College and their parents collected them. The Club thanks both Mark and Jean Marc for their
support in transporting the girls.
The ConocoPhillips Science Experience
The ConocoPhillips Science Experience is a Nationwide STEM outreach program established,
managed and conducted by the Science Schools Foundation Incorporated an independent
non‐profit association of educationalists, Rotarians and industrialists.
The Manager for Science at MGC was informed of the program. There were no applicants in
the current year.
NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) – January 2017
The NYSF is a 12 day residential program for students entering Year 12 who are passionate
about Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). The NYSF program aims to show
participants the wide variety of study and career options in STEM fields.
The Manager for Science at MGC was informed of the forum and an outstanding student from
MGC Thirumagal ARUNACHALAM ELANTHENDRAL submitted her application and was invited
to attend the interview for a place in the program. Due to limited places available the
competition for a place was very strong and Thirumagal missed out. This is was very
unfortunate for the student and for our club.
MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly)
MUNA simulates the workings of the UN assembly by having teams of two students represent
a particular United Nations country. Topics are debated on matters of world political and
social concern. It is held over a week‐end to give sufficient time for all participants to become
involved. The main aim is to develop an awareness of the United Nations in students as well
as international situations of other countries and to encourage students to study topics from
another country’s perspective.
The objective is to encourage young people to learn respect and tolerance for people of all
races, religions and nationalities. They do this by debating UN topics from their given countries
perspectives.
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Lilian Gonzales, Gabriella Dawson and Philippine Marabita our Youth Exchange student from
France attended the Assembly from Friday May 26th to Sunday May 28th and the country they
represented was Australia. Their team came second in the District and Lilian Gonzales was
also chosen as second best speaker overall and is now going to represent us in the National
and final round. Well done to our team!
The club thanks Adam Sherwell for transporting the students to Essendon to catch the bus to
go to Axedale and for picking them up from Camp Getaway in Axedale and returning them to
Melbourne Girls’ College.
RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award) – December 2016
The Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) is a week‐long residential personal development
program for young people aged 18 to 25, which focuses on yourself, leadership and
community.
William Pasznyk attended the residential program in December 2016. On Monday the 1st of
May he spoke to the club of the experience and how it has enriched his personal development
and he thanked the club for their support.
Youth Exchange
The exchange provides a unique opportunity for young students
to experience at first hand the many cultures of a different
country, a new way of life and in some instances another
language. Often, the friendships they make will be life long and
important in achieving the aims of the exchange ‐ the building
of goodwill and understanding between countries. The
duration of the program is 50 weeks.

Pictured are Gen Cox with Philippine Marabita
Overseas Exchange Student Inbound – Philippine Marabita (France)
RC Richmond is co‐sponsoring Philippine Marabita from August 2016 – July 2017 with RC of
Canterbury. Philippine embraced the aims and opportunities of the exchange program. We
will farewell her in early July of 2017 but we will be very sad to see her go. We are extremely
thankful to her host families: Neil Elliot and Allison Pasznyk, Kristen and Steven Widdop, Vicki
Sharp and Ian McGarry, Jo and Michael Cowling.
Overseas Exchange Student Outbound – Genevieve (Gen) Cox (to Germany)
We are the sponsor club for Gen Cox (from Melbourne
Girls’ College) to Germany from January 2017 –
February 2018. Gen (pictured) has kept us up‐to‐date
with her experiences in Germany and she has
embraced the opportunities that have been provided
to her through the exchange and she is learning a new
language.
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Rotary Club of Richmond Community Service Awards and the STEAM Award were presented
at Melbourne Girls’ College in November 2016. On our 1st May meeting our 2016 MGC Award
Winners of the Community Service Awards and the STEAM Award were invited to speak to us
about their involvement in the Community, Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths
(STEAM). Veronique Villis the recipient of the STEAM Award talked about encouraging girls to
get involved in science through engaging experiments like programming dancing girls.
Sabriah Petersen talked about her Middle School Community Service Award being awarded to
her for service above self in volunteering her time and skills with St John’s Ambulance.
Genevieve Cox our outward bound Youth exchange student to Germany was the recipient of
the Senior School Community Service Award. She is featured in our Youth Exchange section of
this report.
International Women’s Day Breakfast
In March this year the Rotary Club of Richmond sponsored a table of Melbourne Girls’ College
Student Executive members to attend this function at the Crown and our Youth Exchange
student from France Philippine Marabita was also in attendance. The students that attended
thoroughly enjoyed the event.
Interact Club of MGC
Lara Taylor was the president for 2016 to 2017. Alex Garland was the Secretary of the
Interact Club and Alice Noonan was the Vice President. The three students were able to
attend several Monday evening meetings at the Amora in 2016.
President Nia Holdenson had organised for the Melbourne Girls’ Interact Club to gain
certification from our District 9800 and in June 2016 Melbourne Girls’ College were
inaugurated as a formal club and the ceremony will take place later in 2017.

Maria Makris
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CLUB SERVICE

Fundraising and Social Team (FAST)
Program
On To Conference

Janice Peeler
Jenny List
Adam Sherwell

Bulletin

John Benger

Web Site

Trevor Pang

Facebook

Kristen Widdop
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Fund Raising and Social Team
Fund raising is one of the major challenges facing many organisations, including RCR and it was
a difficult year.
The major function was a trivia night with an extensive silent auction. A significant benefit of
such events is the number of non Rotarians involved with a club event.
During the year we were again fortunate to
have Motto Fashions providing stock which
enabled up run two very successful pop up
shops.

Pictured John and Faye Browne owners of
Motto Fashions.
The mobile BBQ has been a great fund raiser
plus has been excellent in promoting Rotary.
It is also a fun social time for “workers”.

Our Annual Flower Arranging Demonstration was once again a huge success.
Bridge Road Florists generously donated flowers and designers to demonstrate flower
arranging. All members and guests had the opportunity to try their hand at arranging flowers
and all designs were auctioned at the end of the event.

One major advantage Rotary has is the community trust in Rotary. The Rotary wheel is one of
the most respected logos in the world. One reason is that of each dollar given a high
percentage actually goes to the cause and not to administration and marketing. Partly related
to the volunteer component of any project
Janice Peeler
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Program Report

We have welcomed a variety of Guest Speakers during the last 12 months, both informative
and entertaining. We also try to program a FREE night monthly, to enable extra Club interests
to be accommodated.
Some topics under 4 Headings are:
EDUCATIONAL:

Royal Flying Doctor Service
War Graves at Fromelles
Crime Prevention – Richmond Police
Enterprise Tall Ship History
Zoo Conservation
Fareshare

ENTERTAINING:

Shen Yun Performing Art
History of Puffing Billy
Visit to Camberwell Art Show
Mal Walden – Life in T.V.
Wine Tasting Night
Victoria Rose Garden

MEDICAL:

Airborne Contamination Control
The Heart Foundation
Prof. Clive May‐Florey Institute
Managing Stress & Insomnia
Epigenetics – Dr. Jeff Craig
Mindfulness – Janet Etty‐Leal

BUSINESS:

Business Branding
Technology Revolution in Business
Grasping Social Media

CLUB PROJECTS:

D.G.’s Visit
Slade Literary Award
Ainger Public Speaking Award
Foundation Cluster Night
RYAP Demonstration and Graduation
Talk after District 9800 Conference
RYPEN & RYPEN Participants

Jenny List
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DISTRICT 9800 CONFERENCE REPORT
Thursday 30th March to Saturday 1st April
This year the District Conference was held in Shepparton at the Eastbank Centre located
within the CBD of Shepparton.
The calibre of speakers was very good including some exceptional speakers who had us all
enthralled though out their talk. The entertainment over the two days and nights was also
well received and was in line with the overall theme of “Social Cohesion and Resilience”.
The total attendance was around 720 and from Richmond Rotary we had 14 Rotarians and
partners including Philippine, our exchange student. Most of us arrived at our motel late on
the Thursday but some of our numbers went along to the Welcome Function “Taste of
Harmony dinners”.
The next day was a full day of speakers, entertainment and meeting other Rotarians from
around our district. We finished off the day with our club dinner at the Parklake restaurant
which was walking distance from our motel, which is always good.
Saturday, our last official day at the conference, was again filled with great speakers and
entertainment. We witnessed something extra special when more than 100 choristers from
the Dhungala Children’s, St Paul’s Lutheran and the Melbourne Singers Gospel Choirs,
accompanied by Wiradjurri soprano Shauntai Batzke, Michael Lapina and Deborah Cheetham
filled the stage for the finale. It was the perfect picture to bring together two days of
conversations and discussion about social cohesion and resilience. What they performed will
be remembered for a long time.
The Saturday night was finished off with the Gala Dinner which was held at the same venue as
the conference.
Sunday we all met up at a lovely café in the CBD for breakfast and then headed home
separately in all different directions to either discover the area or just head straight home.
We all enjoyed each other’s company and stayed together as a group during the conference, I
would also like to thank Mark and Kirsty for supplying the wine and cheese for our get
together next to the “paradise Pool” at our motel.
Next year our District Conference will be held at Warrnambool, March 16th to 18th.
Adam Sherwell
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Bulletin Annual Report

The bulletin is produced weekly and is distributed electronically and a printed copy is sent to a
few people who can’t access it via computer. It is also added to our web site.
The distribution is over 150 and includes people linked to RCR e.g. the police contact and
Friends of Richmond Rotary.
Activities of the club are reported plus it promotes Rotary generally e.g. updates on the polio
campaign.
During the second half of this Rotary Year the Bulletin responsibility was taken over by Chris
Kemp, who also sends an electronic Bulletin, but uses a slightly different format. No hard
copies are send to members.
This has been well received by members, friends and contacts or Rotary Club Richmond.
John Benger

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Rotary Club of Richmond Annual Report 2016 – 2017

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Budget: Nil
Sponsors:
Scenovia
Premier Trading Company

In Kind
$ 400

Website Support
Website Hosting

Committee:
Trevor Pang
The Club Website has remained static this year despite an enthusiastic Backroom Team. The
webmaster continues to believe the site’s overhaul with the view to provide a useful portal for
information, marketing, information, data storage, interaction and an expression of the Club’s
vibrancy is vital.
Despite the lack of input key features continued:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The EVENTS CALENDAR gave information on current club meetings.
The BLOG posts the current weekly Bulletin.
The NOTICE BOARD advertises upcoming key events flyers.
The Member’s login was updated however the usage is questionable.
The Club’s “Project Plans 2015‐2016” were posted although reference to it remains
questionable.

Everyone is aware of the importance of having an informative and engaging website in these
digital times. Although our site seems to attract interest in our community, unfortunately
many club members remain “naive” of its existence and hence do not realise the importance
of the data and value held within.
There has been a profound lack of input and interest for the website from the Club this year,
which has resulted in recalcitrant‐progress of an invaluable communication tool.
I would like to thank my committee for their support, Homer Bassig of Scenovia for the
production expertise/maintenance and our Sponsors for their financial support.

Trevor Pang
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Facebook Report 2016‐2017

The goals for the Richmond Rotary Facebook page is to be community based – to highlight
local projects and events Richmond Rotary have being involved in (Ainger, Slade, Mock Job
Interviews, Next Step Program) and to inform people of other groups within Richmond who
also help and support our community (Kids Under Cover, Make a Wish Foundation, ‘Richmond
3121’).
More Rotary clubs now have similar pages giving members and others an insight into the types
of projects happening within Rotary.
We have had a wonderful array of guest speakers this year which have been advertised on the
facebook page. Some highlights are:
*Newsreader Mal Walden on his career, and new book
*Author Matt English: social media
*Russell Pearson: business branding
*FareShare CEO Marcus Godinho: FareShare
*Lambis Englezos: the War Graves @ Fromelles
*Professor Jeff Craig from the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute: current research
Fundraising activities the club has been involved in throughout the year were also advertised
on the page. These include:
*Trivia Night
*Motto Pop up Shop
*Bunnings Sausage Sizzles
Our page has now 403 ‘likes’.
Kristen Widdop
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SPECIAL PROJECTS

The Ainger Public Speaking Award

Slade Literary Award
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Ben Hosking

Maria Makris

Rotary Club of Richmond Annual Report 2016 – 2017

The Ern Ainger Public Speaking Award 2017
The final of this award was held on May 22, 2017 at the Amora Hotel Riverwalk with an
attendance of 105 Rotarians, partners, guests, parents and finalists. President Mark Dwyer
welcomed the following guests: District Governor Neville John and Rebecca , District Governor
Elect Peter Frueh, John and Wendy Ainger, David Ainger, Patricia Peck, David Thomas, the
Chairman of NHP, Kate Lidgett, Valerie Claire, Karen Money, Principal of Melbourne Girls’
College, Adjudicators Stephen Yolland, Jemma Richards and Matt Allanby, the ten finalists,
members of the Rotary Clubs of Richmond and Melbourne Park with their partners and
friends, and representatives from the schools along with parents and friends.
Special tributes were made on the night and in the Program, to both Nancye Ainger and
Rotarian Nigel Peck, AM, who had passed away in recent times. The development and success
of the Ainger Award would not have been possible without the generous and ongoing support
of both Nancye and the Ainger family and Rotarian Nigel Peck, AM. The Ainger family
generously donates the prize money for the final and Nancye has attended the final since its
inception. Nigel Peck provided the NHP Conference Centre for the heats for many years as
well as generously providing the prize money for the place getters in the heats. This was Nigel
and NHP’s 25th year of sponsorship of the heats and the Ainger Award. We thank both Nancye
and the Ainger family and Nigel and NHP for their contribution to the Award.
This year celebrated the 28th Ainger Public Speaking Award. The club is very proud of this
award as it has come a long way since it started in 1990 with only students involved from the
two Richmond secondary schools. Today it is open to secondary school students from invited
schools in the metropolitan area. Over 1600 students have now contested the Ainger Award
which has an excellent reputation in the Melbourne school community. This year there was an
entry of 80 students from 33 schools in the four NHP sponsored heats which were held in the
Lyceum at the Melbourne Girls’ College. Two heats were also held at Melbourne Girls’
College. The senior heat for years 10‐12 is for the Richmond Schools’ Ainger Trophy. This year
ten students contested this heat and it was won by Lilian Gonzalez a year 11 student for the
second time. Lilian, with the two other place getters, represented MCG in the NHP open
schools heats. There were also some excellent speeches from the nine students in the junior
heat for years 7‐9. A special thanks to Ms Isabelle Kontogeorgis for organising the heats at
Melbourne Girls’ College.
The Ainger Award Final was of a very high standard with the audience being entertained by
ten four‐minute presentations of excellent quality by a group of talented young people
ranging from years 9 to 12. The winner was Marietta Stents a year 9 student at Genazanno
FCJ College. Marietta, who is14, is the youngest winner in the history of the Award. She
delivered a very moving speech about Major General Pompy Elliot “Never Ending Battle”,
those in Gallipoli and the Western Front and then his battle with depression and post‐
traumatic stress disorder upon returning home. Marietta received a cheque for $400; a
Winner’s Medallion and her name inscribed on the Ainger Perpetual Trophy. Lilian Gonzalez
of Melbourne Girls’ College was runner up and received a cheque for $300. Miles Norris of
Yarra Valley Grammar was third and received $200 and Samuel Chilcott of St Leonard’s College
won the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park’s Encouragement Award of $125.
A very special thanks to late Rotarian Nigel Peck AM, Patricia Peck and NHP for again
generously providing the prize money for the four heats and the internal heats held at
Melbourne Girls’ College. This was their twenty fifth year of sponsorship of the Award. We
were delighted to welcome Patricia Peck to the night and in particular to see Nigel and herself
recognised for their contribution to the Rotary Foundation with a presentation by the District
Governor Neville John. Thank you also to David Thomas and Kate Lidgett of NHP for their
support and also for attending the Final.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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The prize money for the Final was again due to the generosity of the Ainger family. We thank
them for this contribution and their on‐going support of the award. We welcomed John
Ainger and his wife Wendy along with David Ainger to the Final with David presenting the
Trophy and Medallion to the winner on behalf of the family.
The contest this year would not have been possible without our excellent adjudication panel
of Stephen Yolland, Jemma Richards and Matt Allanby. Despite full bookings at the four heats
adjudication was carried out in a quick and efficient manner. Each night the panel was
available if students required any feedback or advice. Jemma Richards also adjudicated at the
heats at Melbourne Girls College. Stephen, Jemma and Matt were the panel at the Final and
the high standard of speaker’s presentations made their adjudication a most difficult task and
their positive comments on the finalists’ performances was appreciated by both the
participants and the audience. This year was Stephen Yolland’s seventh year of adjudication
and Jemma Richard’s fifth, whilst for Matt Allanby it was his first. Stephen, Jemma and Matt
are all passionate about developing the art of speaking in young people and we are indeed
fortunate to have their ongoing involvement in the Anger Award.
Thank you to President Amanda Wendt and the members of the Rotary Club of Melbourne
Park for their support in conducting the Ainger Award this year. This was the fifth year of their
joint involvement with our club in conducting and hosting both the Heats and the Final. This
year they again sponsored a prize in the Final which is acknowledged as the Rotary Club of
Melbourne Park Encouragement Award. Amanda Wendt, Haley Forge and Clare Mason from
the RCMP, along with James Hamilton RCR and myself made up the Ainger organising
committee. President Amanda Wendt was an excellent Chair of the Ainger Final and also
shared the chairing of the heats along with other RCMP members, Haley and Azu and James
Hamilton from RCR. Haley Forge and Clare Mason organised the emailing of information and
entries to the schools, the online registration and in particular the online ticket booking
process that all worked well. A thank you to Chris Kemp, Janice Peeler, Jo Cowling, Sue Bolton,
John Benger, Jenny List and James Hamilton for their attendance and support at the heats
hosting our participants and guests. A special thanks to Trevor Pang for his assistance and
help to me in organising the compiling and printing of the Ainger Program for the Final. We
are also indebted to Karen Money the Principal of Melbourne Girls’ College and her staff for
allowing us to use the Lyceum Centre at the school to conduct the heats.
Our partnership with the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park in conducting the Ainger Award again
worked well this year. Their youthful energy and enterprise continues to make a positive
impact and indeed add value to this project. I thank them for their contribution and look
forward to their continued support and involvement in ensuring the future of this wonderful
speaking competition in the years ahead.
Ben Hosking
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Slade Literary Award 2016 ‐ 2017

The Slade Literary Award Presentation Evening is one of our well‐regarded youth events. The
Rotary Club of Richmond’s Slade Literary Award competition was held in 2016 and the
presentation night was held on Monday the 6th of September at the Amora Hotel Riverwalk.
The late Henry Slade who founded the writing competition in 1993, wanted to encourage the
literary skills and offer the opportunity to showcase the creative talents of secondary students
from State Schools in years 9 to year 11 within the City of Yarra and its neighbouring
municipalities. His vision was for each student to display confidence in their writing potential
and future success. The Slade Literary Awards Presentation Night was a very successful night
and was enjoyed by over 70 attendees.
Participants submit a piece of up to 1000 words and this year it was written to the theme
“Being Human” to be in line with the Rotary’s theme “Rotary Serving Humanity” and it is
judged based on criteria such as creativity, originality, conviction and appeal. Prizes are
awarded including EAL prize (English as an Alternate Language which is for students where
English is not their initial language).
Speaking on the night was author Ellie Marney. Ellie’s top tips for budding writers was to read
lots. Read everything you can get your hands on, across as many genres and categories as you
can. Her second tip was to write as much as you can. Don’t worry if it doesn’t sound good –
most of my first drafts are pretty awful but keep at it, keep revising, and try to develop a
routine around writing, and eventually you’ll get there.
The Slade Committee comprised of the following Rotarians: Janice Kesterton, Dot Brown,
Kristen Widdop, Chris Kemp, Glenys Liddell, Brooke Sandilands, Maria Makris and Nia
Holdenson.
The judging panel included: Ann Baker, Tim Baker, James Hamilton, Chris Makris, Maria
Makris, Roxanne Mitchell and Brooke Sandilands.
Our Administrative support was Glenys Liddell.
The reader of the winning entry was John Liddell.

Pictured is Maria Makris chair of the Slade Literary Award Committee, and the winner Lilian
Gonzales with English teacher Christine Piakis from Melbourne Girls’ College with the Finalists
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The Winning Recipients
Winning Entry
‘Everyone except Stevie’
Lilian Gonzales, Year 10 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
**********
Runner Up
‘Human Spirit’
Myafi Chowdhury, Year 10 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
**********
3rd Prize
‘Blue Flame’
Natasha Fleming, Year 10 student at Melbourne Girls’ College
***********
EAL Prize
‘What really is it to be Human?’
Alex Pierrot‐Zago, Year 9 student at Auburn High School
**********
Certificate of Merit
‘The new family’, Claudia Crowe, Year 11 Student at Melbourne Girls’ College
**********
EAL Certificate of Merit
‘My own way of interpreting this term’, Julia Pierrot‐Zago, Year 9 Student at Auburn High
School
**********
Certificates of Encouragement
‘Harm’, Patrick Widdop, Year 9 Student at Princess Hill Secondary College
‘Who are we, as human Beings’, Marion Doerig, Year 9 Student at Auburn High School
Maria Makris
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VALE

NANCEYE AINGER

NIGEL PECK AM

Nancye Ainger has been involved with the Rotary Club of Richmond
since it started in 1964. She was the partner of Charter Member Ern
Ainger then a friend and supporter of the club after his passing
involving herself in many activities of the club.

Nigel Peck AM was the longest standing member of the Rotary Club
of Richmond.
He joined in 1979 and during this time was also a financial supporter
of the Rotary – Next Step Project, a Major Donor to the Rotary
Foundation and other club projects as well as his 25 years
commitment to the Ainger Award.

It was the Ainger Award however that she was most proud of
attending every final since it started in 1990. Her personality and
presence will be missed on these nights.

Nigel has had over 25 years of solid community service with Rotary
Club of Richmond. He was recognised with a Paul Harris Fellow in
1996‐97 and again in 2012‐13 with a Paul Harris Fellow Ruby Pin.

Nancye was recognised with a Paul Harris Fellow for her contribution
to our Club & the community.

We all fondly recall the great wine nights we had at the Peck home in
Toorak. Nigel and Patricia were wonderful hosts. Nigel delighted in
taking you down into his wine cellar which was well‐stocked with
both Australian and International vintage wines. He was a very
friendly and social person who always greeted you with a smile.

We thank both Nancye and the Ainger Family for their contribution
to the Rotary Club of Richmond however going forward, the legacy
will live‐on in the Ainger Award.

We thank both Nigel and NHP for their contribution to the Rotary
Club of Richmond however going forward, their legacy will live‐on in
the Ainger Award.
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