PROJECT REPORTS

2015-2016

Rotary Club of Richmond
CONNECTINGwithCOMMUNITY

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
JULIE MASON

PRESIDENT
NIA HOLDENSON

SECRETARY
SUE BOLTON

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Rotary Club of Richmond Annual Report 2015 – 2016

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in
particular, to encourage and foster:
FIRST:
SECOND:

THIRD:
FOURTH:

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve
society;
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business and community
life; and
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through world
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE AVENUES OF SERVICE
Club Service:
Through Club Service we demonstrate our commitment to the core values of Rotary – service, integrity
fellowship, leadership and diversity, and involves all the activities necessary for a club to function successfully.
Vocational Service:
This gives the opportunity for each Rotarian to represent the dignity and utility of one’s vocation to other
members of the club.
Community Service:
Individual clubs undertake to improve life in their communities.
New Generations:
This is designed for clubs to deliver effective youth programs, in order to motivate young people to acquire
learning and life skills.
International Service:
This describes programs and activities which Rotarians undertake to advance international understanding,
goodwill and peace. Projects are designed to meet humanitarian needs of people in many lands.
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT
NIA HOLDENSON
It was with great humility that I accepted the position of President from Trevor Pang in July last year.
Trevor was an exceptional President and is an inspirational Rotarian. I thank all members for the trust
they instilled in me by allowing me to take on this role.
At our planning meeting in May last year, the Board defined the following goals for achievement for
the ensuing twelve months:
• Build a Rotary community within Richmond and the City of Yarra
• Develop Projects which encourage involvement and community.
• Develop a long‐term, viable, fundraising strategy
• Build active Membership
We have aimed to address these goals during the last twelve months, and I report on them
individually as follows:
Build a Rotary community within Richmond and the City of Yarra
During the past twelve months we have continued with our Youth Projects, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Rotary Youth Arts Project in association with Collingwood College
Next Step Program, with graduates from the RYAP program
Mock Job Interviews held at Melbourne Girls’ College in coordination with Careers Teacher
Erin Edgley and Year 10 Coordinator, Sefija Demirova.
Slade Literary Award, with local state secondary schools within Yarra and surrounding
suburbs
Ern Ainger Public Speaking Award for a range of local secondary schools and with Junior
Heats at Melbourne Girls’ College

We have sponsored students from Melbourne Girls’ College to attend
• Conoco Phillips Science Program in September
• RYPEN camps in both October and March
• MUNA in May

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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And from Collingwood College:
• Next Step Program funded two students to attend VCE summer school. They were Nick
Ziemkiew and Adil Ibrahim.
As well, Richmond Rotary:
• Sponsored Maddie Hannan‐Jones from Melbourne Girls’ College to go on Youth Exchange to
Spain for twelve months
• Provided Community Service Awards to Middle school and Senior School Students from
Melbourne Girls’ College
• Provided STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths) Award to a senior
student from Melbourne Girls’ College
• We have also agreed to sponsor incoming Youth Exchange student, Philippine Marabita, from
France. She will attend Melbourne Girls’ College, thanks to the support of Assistant Principal,
Linda Brown, and be hosted by a number of families from the club and local community.
Expected arrival is July 2016.
During the past year we have also:
• Engaged with the local community by taking our BBQ to Gleadell Street Market on five
occasions to promote the profile of the club and raise funds
• Engaged with the local community by supporting Burnley Horticultural College to celebrate
their 125th Anniversary by selling sausages
• Moved the location of our Board Meetings to Niche on Bridge to support the local
community.
Develop Projects which encourage involvement and community
Richmond Rotary has a range of projects that encourage involvement and community, including:
• Supporting the Worawa Indigenous Girls’ School through organising formal ‘dinners’,
attending sports days, presentation evenings at Government House and visiting the college to
assist with health checks.
• The supply of endotracheal tubes to a range of hospitals and health care facilities in Australia
and overseas.
• Supporting a new project, to build a school in Ethiopia, combining with the group, ‘Friends of
the Hudad’, to apply for a Rotary Foundation Matching Grant
• Working in Bali with the ‘Educare’ Project, with support from the RC Bairnsdale to partner
with the Rotary club of Bali Ubud Sunset to deliver another intake of the Bali Educare
program through the Karuna Bali Foundation. The program takes Campuhan College
scholarship students out to remote Balinese primary schools to teach lessons covering
imagination, English teaching, games, performing arts, diary writing and reflection. The
lessons provide a welcome relief from the very structured Indonesian national curriculum and
encourage a lifelong love of learning.
• Bairo Pite Clinic Sanitation Project to upgrade the water and sanitation requirements of the
second largest health care hospital in East Timor, in conjunction with the Rotary Clubs of
Braeside and Southport (Qld). This project, led by John Benger, was completed this year, but
further work still needs to be done in many areas of the hospital and the project team are
currently looking into where we can help. Current funds will be held over until next year
when a District matching grant will be requested.
• Richmond Rotary sponsored an Australian Rotary Health Scholarship to Stephen Ngo for his
research into cancer, supporting funds raised by Rob Mactier’s ‘Pearl Day’ and a private
donation.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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•

•

We were a sponsor club for the outgoing Vocational Exchange Program and hosted Kelly
Sydenham to be a part of the team that went to the Philippines for vocational exchange
experiences. Kelly is studying to be a teacher and therefore was introduced to educational
experiences during her 4 week stay in the Philippines.
Richmond Rotary also hosted to incoming GVC team member, Glaiza Lee L. Diao, who was a
water engineer. Members Janice Peeler and John Garland hosted Glaiza to stay with them
and Richmond Rotary club members organised and joined her on a week of cultural and
vocational visits in the City of Yarra and beyond.

Develop a long‐term, viable, fundraising strategy
This goal was an essential link to ensuring the long‐term viability of the club and the projects that we
undertake and deliver. The Fundraising Team hosted a number of events, and some members
initiated individual efforts including:
• Public Relations Stall and BBQ on Saturday 15th August at Gleadell Street Market
• Motto Pop‐Up Stall (in conjunction with FoRR) on Saturday 22nd August
• Gleadell Street Market, September
• Wine and Cheese Evening, November
• Gleadell Street Market, November
• Rotary Christmas Function, raffle and hampers, December
• Motto Pop‐Up Stall (in conjunction with FoRR), February
• Gleadell Street Market, February
• Rotary International Birthday celebration, February
• Gleadell Street Market, March
• Book sales on the first Monday of the month
• Burnley Horticultural College Anniversary Celebration, BBQ support and fundraising, April
• Motto Pop‐Up Stall (in conjunction with FoRR), May
• Flower Arranging Day, May
• Selling Entertainment Books, May
Build active Membership
We have added to our membership with seven new members. They are (in order of induction):
1. Jill McIntyre, (local trader)
2. Adam Sherwell, (local trader)
3. Jean‐Marc Berthier
4. Brooke Sandilands (local employee)
5. James Hamilton
6. Dr Andrew Cochrane
7. Peter Bloomfield
And four Honorary Members:
• Roberto Colanzi, Mayor, City of Yarra
• Les Frampton, Past President
• Ciaran Boyle, Senior Sergeant, Station Commander Richmond Police Station
• Francesca Loria, (RYAP Program)
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We welcome all of these new Rotarians to our club and look forward to working with them to
complete our projects, engage in the local community and to serve humanity.
To all Richmond Rotarians I thank you for your support and encouragement throughout the year.
Your regular attendance at meetings and functions and your support of our projects is what makes
our club strong. Every member has made a contribution to the club via their participation and
engagement and I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to work with every one of you.
To the Board, Committee Chairs and Project Leaders, thank you for your hard work, dedication and
initiative. Without your direction and leadership we would not be in the strong position we find
ourselves. As a volunteer organization I am grateful that so many of our members are happy to share
their gifts and talents with the world.
To the Friends of Richmond Rotary, your support of our projects through your own fundraising
initiatives strengthens all of our work. We acknowledge your efforts and thank you for your support.
To Ian, I particularly thank him for his continued support during the year and for his patience and
understanding for all the times I had Rotary ‘duties’ to attend to.
It is with large degree of pleasure, and some sadness and reluctance that I pass on the leadership to
Mark Dwyer. Our club is strong with members, projects and goodwill. Mark will bring a new face and
new ideas to the Presidency and ensure that we all continue to ‘Serve Humanity’.
It has been a pleasure and an honour to be President of such a vibrant club, but most of all, it has
been a very enjoyable experience.
Nia Holdenson
President 2015‐16
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ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND
BOARD, EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2015 ‐ 2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tim Baker
John Benger
Neil Elliot
Janice Peeler
Chris Kemp
Jenny List

EXECUTIVE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President, Nia Holdenson
Past President, Trevor Pang
Vice President, Barry Roberts
President Elect, Mark Dwyer
Secretary, Jo Cowling/Sue Bolton
Treasurer, Judy Nettleton
Auditor, Kieran Moore
Protection Officer, Nia Holdenson
Public Officer, Jo Cowling

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Services, Trevor Pang
Community & Vocational Services, Tim Baker
New Generations, Maria Makris
Foundation, Mark Dwyer
Ainger Public Speaking Awards, Ben Hosking
Slade Literary Awards, Maria Makris
Fundraising, Alison Pasznyk (July‐Nov) Janice Peeler (Nov‐June)
Program, Jenny List
Social Activities and Facebook, Kristen Widdop
Website, Trevor Pang
Friends of the Rotary Club of Richmond, Joan Kennedy
On to Conference, Dot Brown
Bulletin, John Benger
Attendance, Ross Telfer
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FINANCES
Judy Nettleton
Treasurer
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ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND INC
ANNUAL REPORT 2015/2016
TREASURER’S REPORT AS AT 22 JUNE 2016
Attached is the Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet for Rotary Club of Richmond for 2015/2016. There
may be some minor additions to the audited accounts to allow for bank statement and adjustment
entries before 30 June.
The Fundraising Committee is to be congratulated for an excellent effort raising $20,591.
The fundraising activities were expensed as follows:
Community Services
International Services
New Generations
Total Project Expenditure

$8,859
$2,638
$4,973
$16,471

Donations were made during the year to the following individuals/organisations:
•
•
•
•

The Rotary Foundation
Salvation Army
Aust Rotary Health – Motto Ind Scholar
Aust Rotary Health – Pearl Day PhD

$3,300 from Community Services Trust
$ 800
$2,500 from Community Services Trust
$3,050 from Coommunity Services Trust

An amount of $3,008 was also contributed through member contributions to The Rotary Foundation.
This does not include separate Paul Harris Society contributions from Club Members.
Club activities for the year resulted in an operating surplus of around $7,600.
Project Suspense Accounts are used to cover amounts expended from income from previous year’s
commitments or not expended in the current year. Current amounts held in suspense accounts are
shown in the attached reports.
The Community Services Trust has a balance of $36,847 of which $17,110 is being held for the Jill
Beaurepaire PhD scholarship through Australian Rotary Health, Motto Ind Scholar through Australian
Rotary Health of $2,500 and $2,400 for Worawa Aboriginal College.
The Board agreed that member dues for the coming year will be reduced to $300 to cover the cost of
administrative expenses of the Club. Any shortfalls will be covered by the membership.
The financial accounts attached are preliminary only and an audited set of accounts will be presented
to the Club at the Annual General Meeting.

Judy Nettleton
Judy Nettleton
Honorary Treasurer
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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INTERNATIONAL
Trevor Pang
Chair

Friends of the Hudad

Trevor Pang

Bali EduCare Project

Chris Kemp

Days for Girls

Chris Kemp

Bairo Pite Clinic East Timor
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FRIENDS OF THE HUDAD
Friends of the Hudad, based in Melbourne, Australia, is a Non‐Governmental Organisation with not‐
for‐profit and charity status. It formed in 2014 with the specific goal of constructing the Abuchagula
Primary School & Community Development Project. Its members have personal and cultural ties to
Ethiopia and specific skills and expertise in areas required for the project, such as building, design,
project management, land management, fundraising & teaching.
Without access to education, the community is unable to gain the types of skills that would help
them to generate income particularly at time food the prevalence of food shortage due to declining
effects agricultural products. In such cases educating children is critically important. Educating
children have multidimensional advantages related to both economic and social aspects. Educated
children can generate alternative employment to support their livelihoods in neighbouring
Abuchagula & Lasta; children need to be educated to build their capacity to improve their own
livelihoods. The project proposed to contribute its own part towards eradicating poverty through
enhanced quality of education.
The Rotary of Richmond, the Rotary Club of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Melbourne Girls’ College have
a joint project partnership.
During December, the FOTH Team had a very productive and exciting 2 weeks in Ethiopia highlighted
by:
• Finalisation of documents was submitted to Ethiopian officialdom, a process we thought was
complete and which involved numerous visits to various offices over 3 days, translation, lots
of fees and standing in queues!
• Four days at the Hudad Lodge next to the school site and for which we now have the signed
agreement for use of the land. Most importantly we visited the source of water for
construction and operation of the school which will involve the construction of spring
capping structures, reservoirs, installation of solar powered pumps and laying of approx. 4K
of HDPE 2" water pipe, all at around 3,300 metres, with no road access. The water system is
critical to the success of any such project, and we have since returning finalised the design to
the point where we can start ordering materials and commence construction in February.
• We met with the local Zone/Woreda education department & gained acceptance of our
design and building techniques as being sustainable and cost effective for the area.
• Most importantly, we re‐connected with the community and local contacts that have been so
patient over the last 12 months and were able to demonstrate some real progress with the
operation of a temporary “bush” school, provided by the local Woreda as an interim
education measure solely due to the persistence of everybody involved. Commencement of
land management training, & the delivery of the first load of materials to the water system
construction location.
The Project Team decided to proceed with the first stage of the project by providing funding &
expertise to establish proper Sanitation & Water. Foundation chair Mark Dwyer has made
application for a Matching Global Grant for Friends of Hudad, this has been submitted to R.I. and
awaiting confirmation or further information notification.
Trevor Pang
International Service Chair 2015‐2016
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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BALI EDUCARE PROJECT
This Rotary year the Rotary club of Richmond partnered up with the Rotary club of Bairnsdale to once
again support the Educare program in Bali. The primary school that we sponsored was called Sekolah
Dasar Negeri 2, Yangapi in the mountainous region of Bangli. Our sponsorship allowed 40 students in
grade 4 the opportunity to take part in this years’ Educare program.
Each student received an Educare lesson every Saturday morning for three months delivered by
senior high school scholarship students at Campuan College. The lessons cover relaxation, English and
mathematics, games and self‐confidence through role‐play. The goal of the program is to instil a
lifelong love of learning in these primary age students in a country where the national curriculum can
be quite strict. This year there was a more considered focus on training the teaching staff within the
schools to continue the lessons for years to come within their own classrooms.
The classes ran from the February to May and the cost of the program in Australian dollars was
$2,420.

Days for Girls
At the start of the Rotary year the Rotary club of Richmond planned to send Days for Girls menstrual
pads to Sumba in Eastern Indonesia. The plan was abandoned when we were unable to get a reliable
supply of the kits or participants on the Bali service trip

Chris Kemp
Chair
Bali Educare Project
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Biaro Pite Clinic
Timor‐Leste was restored to independence in 2002.
Oil and gas income is three‐fourths of its economy
and dropping prices have adversely impacted the
short and long term revenue.
Timor Leste has recently been classified as the third
poorest country in the world and recent drought has
had a drastic impact.
In World War 2‐The Australian Soldiers fought in
Timor‐Leste and the Timorese gave them amazing help. 60,000 Timorese lives lost.
One of the major impacts of the poverty is health. It is not uncommon for a child to be treated for
malnutrition before say TB can be treated, The second largest health provider in the country is the
NFP Bairo Pite Clinic and RCR have spear‐headed
projects at the clinic:‐
•

Complete re‐wiring of the electrical system.

•

Complete

replacement of the

water and

sewerage system
•
This year we have put the finishing touches to the water
and sewerage system.
We have not undertaken new project this year but have
accrued funds (which we hope the incoming board will
approve to be spent in 2016‐2017) to put towards raising $30.000 which is the figure where we can
apply for an international matching grant for another major project.
John Benger
Chair
Bairo Pite Clinic
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FOUNDATION
Mark Dwyer
Board Director
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FOUNDATION
The Rotary Foundation is a pool of money that is used for Rotary international projects. There are
two pools of money, one being their annual fund and the other being the permanent fund. The
annual fund is the money that is given to Rotary International and held for three years, in which the
interest earned during the three years pays for the administration for the Foundation running costs
and then after the three years the money is released for use.
The permanent fund is money held and never used, but the interest from that money is released
each year for use to the rotary clubs.
The annual fund money is used for the following projects:‐
Vocational Training Teams
Post Graduate Scholarships
Rotary World Peace Fellowships
Rotary Peace and Conflict Study Program
Rotary Foundation Humanitarian Grants
District Grants
Global Grants
PolioPlus
Matching Grants
We applied and got a District Matching Grant.
This is for the water and sewerage work to the Bairo Pite Clinic in Timor Leste, organized by John
Benger. This project is being done with the support of the Rotary Clubs of Braeside and Southport
Qld. We got $4,000.00 from our district and the other clubs got from $3,000.00 each from their
districts. The total budget for the water and sewerage work is over $50,000.00.
We are in the process of applying for a Global Matching Grant.
This is for the new water and sewerage work for a new school in Ethiopia working with the Friends of
Hudad. The district of 9800 has stated that they will contribute $10,000.00 and then the Matching
Grant from Rotary International (R.I.) of $20,000.00, all going toward this project worth over
$50,000.00.
Club Contribution
The club contributed over $7,000.00 in the Rotary year to the foundation.
Mark Dwyer
Chair Foundation

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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AUSTRALIAN ROTARY HEALTH
John Benger
Chair

An app‐based parenting intervention to prevent
childhood depression and anxiety
‐ Deakin University
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashion Pty Ltd
Engaging differentiation of immature leukemic cells
in acute myeloid leukaemia
‐ Monash University
‐ Sponsor ‐ The Mactier Family and private donation
Indigenous Nursing Scholarships x 2
‐ Sponsor – Motto Fashions Pty Ltd

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Australian Rotary Health Research Program
MICHELLE BENSTEAD
Australian Rotary Health Post Graduate PHD Scholarship
Sponsor – Rotary Club of Richmond & Motto Fashions Pty Ltd ($33,000)
Age: 35
Education: Bachelor of Applied Science (Psychology), First Class Honours (Deakin University)
Current employment: Research Assistant
Deakin University
Development and Evaluation for BEST‐Foundations: A Preventative Family‐based Intervention for
Children at Risk of Developing Depression in Adolescence.
Project Summary:
Whilst mental health problems, such as depression and anxiety, have been identified in children
as young as 3 years, few effective interventions have been developed or evaluated to treat or
prevent emerging emotional disorders. Michelle Benstead will lead an evaluation of BEST‐
Foundations, a newly developed family‐based preventative intervention, designed for families
who have children who show early symptoms or score high on known risk factors. The primary
aim is to intervene in children prior to adolescence who are at risk of developing depressive
disorders in adolescence. The project will make use of an 8‐week family‐based intervention
program called BEST Foundations, which is based on the research team's previous work on the
BEST‐MOOD program (Lewis Toumbourou, et al 2013).
BEST‐foundations is derived from the BEST‐MOOD intervention, but it has been modified
drawing on feedback from participants (see Lewis, et al 2012) to function as a targeted
prevention model. BEST‐Foundations aims to improve the psychological functioning of children
aged 3‐11 years presenting with either subclinical levels of depressive and low anxiety symptoms
by targeting modifiable family factors such as family conflict and cohesion, child attachment,
parent‐child interaction and communication patterns using techniques already well established in
previous BEST manuals such as systemic family and attachment‐based treatment models. In
addition, outcomes will be examined using biological samples (hair and saliva), of both parents
and children in order to examine if the intervention is able to regulate stress‐related hormones
such as cortisol and DHEA, a hormone which marks the maturation of the adrenal glands in mid
childhood and has been associated with risk for adolescent depression (Goodyer, et aI, 1996).
Following initial piloting in 2015, the study will then recruit 60 children randomized to a
treatment or no treatment group across 2016, and use an RCT design.
The study is adequately powered to measure the anticipated moderate effects. Children will
initially be screened for depression/anxiety symptoms using the Childhood Mood Scale (CMS).
The primary outcome measure, repeated at each time‐point will be scores on the Child
behaviour Checklist. The study hypothesis is that children who complete the BEST‐Foundations
program, will have lower symptom scores at post treatment which will be sustained at a 6 month
follow up.
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Australian Rotary Health Research Program

STEPHEN NGO
Australian Rotary Health Post Graduate PHD Scholarship
For a number of years of PP Rob Mactier has held ‘Pearl Day’ fund raisers in memory of his late wife.
Together with the money Rob has raised, and a generous donation from a member of our club, we
have been able to offer a three year PhD research Scholarship to Stephen Ngo.
Stephen is investigating Engaging differentiation of immature leukemic cells in acute myeloid
leukaemia at Monash University.
Each year thousands of people in Australia are diagnosed with
leukemia, with the 5 year survival rate of patients that are
diagnosed with the disease being alarmingly low. Although it is
understood that leukaemia arises from a defect in blood cell
lineage maturation, the specific underlying mechanisms that
regulate blood cell development and thus the genetic mutations
that drive leukaemogenesis are still largely unknown. This project
provides the unique opportunity to use cutting edge genetic
manipulation technology to tackle these important questions, and
attempts to innovatively re‐correct blood cell development. By
forcing these highly proliferative leukemic cells to differentiate, the
major cell populations driving leukaemogenesis are eliminated via a
non‐invasive approach. Therefore, this project has the potential to
provide invaluable insight towards designing new therapeutic
techniques in treating people with leukaemia.

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Indigenous Nursing Scholarships x 2
Sponsor – Rotary Club of Richmond & Motto Fashions Pty Ltd

Sponsor John Browne from Motto Fashions with Samara Rea (ARH Indigenous Nursing Scholar),
Rotary Club of Templestowe President Janis McFarland and a fellow ARH Indigenous Nursing Scholar
Samara Rea from Cairns completed her Scholarship at Deakin University Geelong at the end of last
year. She was sponsored by Motto Fashions via the Rotary Club of Richmond.
As encouragement for Samara, John has offered to sponsor 2 further scholarships!
“I am so happy to have you as Motto's Nursing Scholar, your smiling face and positive outlook will
make the patients feel better heal faster and laugh longer. I’m putting the pressure on you with my
commitment to take on two new Indigenous Scholars if you can achieve a distinction in your final
results and one New Scholar if you complete with a pass – (this) is what life is about, if you put in
more, so will I”.
John Browne
Director - Motto Fashions Pty Ltd

MOTTO FASHIONS OFFERS TO FUND A
FURTHER SCHOLARSHIP TO A SELECTED
INDIGENOUS SCHOLAR FOLLOWING THE
GRADUATION OF OUR PREVIOUSLY
SPONSORED SCHOLAR SAMARA REA
PLEASE SEND THE NECESSARY FORMS
TO...................................................

Cheryl Deguara
Program Co‐Ordinator Australian Rotary Healthp 02 8837 1900 | f 02 9635 5042 |
w www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au | www.hatday.com.au
2nd Floor, 43 Hunter Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
PO Box 3455, Parramatta NSW 2124
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Samara Rea
Bachelor of Nursing H326
3rd Year Student 2015
What a great year 2014 has been, I am overwhelmed yet excited that I only
have one more year left!
My last placement for 2014 I was based in cardiac ward where it was one nurse
to two patients as patients were at high risk. So I got to work really closely with
a Nurse and with one patient, reading up on patients past medical history and
why they have ended up in hospital.
I was really looking forward to Term 2 2014 as the unit ‘Quality Use of
Medicine In Nursing’ would be something that is most important and useful to
me throughout my nursing career. It has been the most challenging subject so
far just trying to memorize all these different types of medication, knowing
their drug class, and having an understanding of the contraindications.
I found that after doing 4 weeks of placement at the hospital, and
administering all types of medication I became a lot more comfortable. I was
able to understand why the patients were on certain types of medication that
were listed in their medication chart.
The most memorable experience for me was being in a catheter lab, and sitting
through mini heart operations where they put a tiny catheter through a
patients arm to get to the heart, this procedure is done for people that have
slight clots etc.
I am looking forward to many more placements like this, as it has given me the
greatest experience yet, I will always remember.
I would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to my sponsorship that has supported me
throughout the year of 2014, financially it has helped me a great deal with rent
school amenities and also uniforms for my placements.
Kind Regards,
Samara Rea
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Rotary Club of Richmond Annual Report 2015 – 2016

COMMUNITY AND
VOCATIONAL SERVICES
Tim Baker
Chair

Mock Job Interviews

Tim Baker

Rotary Youth Arts Project

Tim Baker

Rotary Next Step Program

Tim Baker

Worawa Indigenous Girls College
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Community Service Report 2015 – 2016
Mock Job Interviews March 2016 This year the Mock Job Interview program with Melbourne Girls
College has been integrated into the school’s curriculum. This has ensured that all of the 260 Year 10
students complete the Tutorial Program and will be interviewed. From this group the young people
with the greatest need were selected for the 84 places to be interviewed by 24 volunteers from
Rotary and Friends of Rotary for one of 15 job options on Thursday 17th March. Thank you
Interviewing team of Richmond Rotarians, Friends of Rotary and Rotary Supporters: Sue Bolton, Dot
Brown, Jenny Crofts, Des Dwyer, Colin Looker, Margaret Looker, Kate Norton, Trevor Pang, Brian
Smith, Annie Wysham, Mark Dwyer, John Benger, John Liddell, Ben Hosking, Kat John, Neil Elliott,
Allison Pasznyk, James Hamilton, John Benger, Mark Dwyer, Mayor Roberto Colanzi, Di Dale, Dawn
Giltinan, Melissa Carfax‐Foster.
The Feedback from the 84 students and the school confirmed the program to be a success. The
school thanked the Rotary Club of Richmond for helping the Year 10 students experience an interview
more akin to the real world than any interviews they may have experienced before. After the
interview Erin and Sefija arranged for the 84 young people to complete a feedback sheet. A sample
summary of the key points from the students responses:
1. The interviewers were ‐ really nice and awesome, they made me feel comfortable and in the end
their feedback was great. I will take the interviewers’ advice in the future; they were very well
prepared.
2. I learned ‐ how to write a professional cover letter and resume, interviews are not that hard and
not to be nervous, how an interview works, what questions to ask and what to wear, to research the
company.
3. When I attend another interview I will speak more slowly, present myself differently and ask
more questions, positively about the organization and incorporate what the job needs when I talk
about myself, speak louder, project my voice and be confident in what I am saying, sell myself.
This small extract of the responses and the comments is consistent with all of the feedback sheets. It
was an effective learning experience that will help the young people when the real job applications
and interviews are experienced. We thank Erin Edgley, Careers officer from Melbourne Girls College
for organizing the event so effectively.
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2. Rotary Youth Arts Project (RYAP) This year we celebrate 16 years since commencing the RYAP.
(This program followed on from the long running RYTE program.) For the first five years we focused
on young people suffering the effects of substance abuse supporting an Arts program with Jesuit
Social Services, Artful Dodgers and Odyssey House. We then shifted our focus to helping
disadvantaged young people who live in the C of Y high rise estates and attend schools within the City
of Yarra. We work with the schools, Dancehouse (Centre for Contemporary Dance) and CCP (Centre
for Contemporary Photography). Each year around 30 young people from an array of schools have
participated. In this year we focused on a special Year 9 class of 34 young people attending
Collingwood College (CC). The program was conducted throughout Term 3 with students walking
from CC to CCP or Dancehouse, where they attended workshops conducted by professional artists.
At the end of Term 3, on 16th September, the end of project event was presented to the school,
family, friends, supporters and sponsors at the Fitzroy Town Hall. The then Mayor, Councillor Roberto
Colanzi, opened the event. A unique choreographed dance was presented and an exhibition of high
quality creative photographs was displayed. They were later displayed at CCP and then at
Collingwood College.
The young people all received their Graduation Certificates and they had earned the right to be
considered for a place in the Rotary Next Step Program. The organisers and participants were
thanked for their excellent work. Thank you to the Friends of Rotary for serving and preparing the
refreshments.
The event jointly Funded by Richmond and Collingwood Rotary was attended by an estimated 110
people and was universally considered a great success. Both Dancehouse and the Centre for
Contemporary Photography advised after the event they are keen to continue the program.
The sponsors for the project in 2014/15 were the Rotary Clubs of Richmond and Collingwood, Thanks
to Angela Conquet CEO Dancehouse, and her staff, Naomi Cass CEO Centre for Contemporary
Photography and her staff, Euan Morton and Samantha Horstman Collingwood College, Trevor and
Maureen Pang and the Friends of Rotary for their continued support.
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3. The Rotary Next Step Program
The Rotary Next Step program is now in its 9th year of operation. In February 2015 we increased the
number of participants to 60 young people. This increase was a mix of graduates of this year’s Rotary
Youth Arts Program, now in Year 10, and additional nominations from Collingwood College, Fitzroy
High School and Sydney Road Community School.
The project experienced a setback on the 4th July when our Youth Case Manager Francesca Loria,
experienced a car accident through no fault of her own. This prevented her working in Term 3
however she returned to the project in Term 4. In Term 1 2016, Francesca had a relapse and was
advised by her Doctor not to work. So sadly we could no longer employ her. We wish her well in her
recovery. We were fortunate to be able to rehire Katrina Dwyer, who had previously worked in the
project for two years.
During the year the young people received career guidance, utilising “My Future”, and Chandler
Macleod CMY People career Guidance testing. All the students, received training in How to Get a Job
and How to Manage Money Six students from Sydney Road Community School were funded to
attend a two day employment seminar.
We work with each of the schools to identify work experience that matches each individual’s career
direction. We utilise our Rotary Cluster Network, (Rotary Clubs of Collingwood, Fitzroy, Carlton,
Brunswick, Melbourne Park, and Richmond)
So we can expand our offer of experiences to the young people, we have increased our focus on
connecting with, and utilising, other Youth organisations. Two of our major funding organisations, the
City of Yarra, and Inner North Community Foundation are helping us with this strategy.
The training in “How to Get a Job”, was delivered by volunteer Kate Norton (HR Manager), with the
help of Des Dwyer, and Colin Looker. “How to Manage Money” delivered by Gavin Martin
Try Mentoring delivers the mentoring program and three young people elected to have a mentor.
We thank, Chandler Macleod for their long term support, providing without cost their unique online
Career Guidance testing, our volunteer trainers and those who have provided work experience
opportunities for the young people.
We are indebted to the Donors of our funds. These include Faye and John Brown Motto, Simon Baker
CAV Investments, Nigel Peck, Simon Marriott, the Inner North Community Foundation and the City of
Yarra. All have been wonderful long term contributors.
Thank you for the support of the members of the Rotary Club of Richmond. A particular thank you to
fellow Trustees of the Rotary Club of Richmond Next Step Trust ‐ Trevor Pang and Judy Nettleton, to
Ben Hosking for his financial Guidance and Dot Brown for her accurate book‐keeping.
Prepared by Tim Baker,
Project Coordinator,
Community Service
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
Worawa Aboriginal College
Worawa is a residential school for girls and mostly from severe disadvantaged situations.
Whilst funds have been allocated the projects targeted are still in planning stage and funds not been
required. These projects will proceed next year.
A significant aspect of the girls “Progress to
Womanhood” is teaching them such things as
dining etiquette and team participation.
We have had involvement in running two formal
dinners for the girls at the home of Janice Peeler
and John Garland and with waiters Dawn Giltinan
and John Benger.
We also provided assistance at the Reconciliation
Day including helping with the sausage sizzle and other events. Part of the program was an
Australian Rules Football game between Worawa Hawks and MLC. Worawa won by 5 points.
As part of the program the girls must return to their home
during term breaks and on return have interviews re any
issues they may concern them. We assisted in providing
female members to assist in conducting the interviews.
Janice Peeler
John Benger
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YOUTH SERVICES
Maria Makris
Chair
RYPEN: Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
ConocoPhillips Science Experience
MUNA: Model United Nations Assembly
National Youth Science Forum
RYLA: Rotary Youth Leadership Award
Rotary Overseas Youth Exchange
Rotary Club of Richmond Community Services Awards
International Women’s Day Breakfast

Interact Club of Melbourne Girls' College

Celebrating 21 years partnership with the Local Community
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YOUTH SERVICES
Richmond Rotary was very active in sponsoring young people to attend a variety of programs,
activities and camps in the 2015 – 2016 Rotary Year. Below is a list of the youth services and
initiatives that our club supported together with a short description of the opportunities that were
provided.
RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment)
The Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment or RYPEN is a Rotary sponsored District New Generations
program. Year ten and eleven students, from schools across District 9800 attend a weekend long
camp designed at developing their potential through a mixture of lecture style sessions and
adventure‐based learning.
October 2015
The 2015 October RYPEN Camp was cancelled due to the fires nearby that threatened the campsite
at Lancefield. Unfortunately the one student from Collingwood College that had applied was not able
to attend.
March 2016
RC Richmond sponsored two students to attend the RYPEN program in March 2016. The two students
were Elizabeth Gibson and Claudia Crowe from Melbourne Girls’ College. Jean Marc Berthier and
Chris Kemp assisted with the transportation to and from the campsite.
The ConocoPhillips Science Experience
The Manager for Science at MGC was informed of the program. There were three participants in the
current year.
The ConocoPhillips Science Experience is a Nationwide STEM outreach program established,
managed and conducted by the Science Schools Foundation Incorporated an independent non‐profit
association of educationalists, Rotarians and industrialists.
NYSF (National Youth Science Forum) – January 2016
The Manager for Science at MGC was informed of the forum. Thirumagal Arunachalam Elanthendral
from Melbourne Girls’ College applied to attend in January 2016.
The NYSF is a 12 day residential program for students entering Year 12 who are passionate about
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). The NYSF program aims to show participants
the wide variety of study and career options in STEM fields.
MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly)
Alex Garland and Alice Noonan (pictured) attended in May 2016 and the country they represented
was Israel. They won the best costume award. Brooke Sandilands transported the students to the
Essendon bus pick up point and Mark Dwyer transported the students from the campsite.
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MUNA simulates the workings of the UN assembly by having teams of two students represent a
particular United Nations country.
Topics are debated on matters of world
political and social concern. It is held
over a week‐end to give sufficient time
for all participants to become involved.
The main aim is to develop an
awareness of the United Nations in
students as well as international
situations of other countries and to
encourage students to study topics from
another country’s perspective.
The objective is to encourage young
people to learn respect and tolerance
for people of all races, religions and
nationalities. They do this by debating
UN topics from their given countries perspectives.
RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award) – December 2015
We did not have a student attend in December 2015.
The Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) is a week‐long residential personal development
program for young people aged 18 to 25, which focuses on yourself, leadership and community.
Youth Exchange
The exchange provides a unique opportunity for young
students to experience at first hand the many cultures of a
different country, a new way of life and in some instances
another language. Often, the friendships they make will be
life long and important in achieving the aims of the
exchange ‐ the building of goodwill and understanding
between countries. The duration of the program is 50
weeks.
Overseas Exchange Student Inbound – Jelte Mertens
(Germany)
RC Richmond sponsored Jelte Mertens from Germany from
August 2014 – July 2015. Jelte embraced the aims and
opportunities of the exchange program and when we
farewell her in early July of 2015 we were very sad to see
her go. We are extremely thankful to her host families:
Dee and Mac McAree and Neil Elliot and Allison Pasznyk.
Our new co‐sponsored student for 2016 – 2017 with
Canterbury Rotary Club is from France and Philippine Marabita will be attending MGC.
Overseas Exchange Student Outbound – Madeline Hannah‐Jones (Spain) (pictured above)
We are the sponsor club for Madeline or Maddie Hannah‐Jones (from MGC) to Spain from January
2016 – February 2017. Maddie (pictured) has kept us up‐to‐date with her experiences in Spain and
she has embraced the opportunities that have been provided to her through the exchange and she is
learning a new language.
www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
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Rotary Club of Richmond Community Service Awards and the Inaugural STEAM Award
These awards were presented at Melbourne Girls’ College in November 2015.
At our 21st March meeting our 2015 MGC Award Winners of the Community Service Awards and the
STEAM Award were invited to speak to us about their involvement in the community, science,
technology, engineering, arts and maths. Lisbet Crowe, Min Marriot and Issy Lauritz entertained us
with their presentation and stories of how/why they deserved their awards. This was a great evening
with our faith restored that they were all very deserving recipients of the awards and that the world
was in great hands for the future.
International Women’s Day Breakfast
In March this year the Rotary Club of Richmond sponsored a table of Melbourne Girls’ College
Student Executive members to this function at the Crown. The girls that attended thoroughly enjoyed
the event.
Interact Club of MGC
In August of 2015 Alyssa Erskine‐Natoli approached the Youth Services chair and our President with
the possibility to initiating an Interact Club at Melbourne Girls’ College. This initiative was supported
by our Rotary Club of Richmond. Jo Cowling was appointed as her mentor in 2015 and in 2016 her
mentor was Maria Makris. Alyssa is in Year 12 this year and is unable to continue as president. Lara
Taylor who is in Year 11 this year showed keen interest to take up this role in 2016. In May of 2016
Lara organised a lunchtime meeting where she organised her office bearers and she also involved the
students in a brainstorming session of ideas. They will be putting this together and after their mid‐
year exam period they will meet again to prioritise their activities for 2016 to 2017. Our President Nia
Holdenson has organised for the Interact Club to gain certification from our District 9800.
Celebrating 21 years of strong and successful partnership with the Local Educational Community
The partnership between the Rotary Club of Richmond (RCR) and Melbourne Girls’ College (MGC) is a
powerful and positive partnership that connects with
the local community. On Saturday the 24th of October
of 2015, RCR celebrated MGC’s 21st Birthday. Maria
Makris and Brooke Sandilands created an amazing
Richmond Rotary noticeboard on the ground level of
the college that celebrated this fruitful and successful
partnership. On the day of the birthday celebrations
the RCR President, Nia Holdenson, felt a sense of pride
when she stood next to Sue Bolton past RCR president
and past MGC teacher. Sue was a teacher at the school
and the first MGC staff member to join the Richmond
Rotary Club in 1994, becoming Club President in 2002‐
2003 and 2012‐13. President Nia Holdenson, is another
former MGC staff member and Richmond Rotarian and
she was inducted in 2001. Nia has long held the
position of the RCR’s New Generations Chair and
worked diligently to keep the communication channels
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open between the two organizations, to the benefit of the students in particular. President Nia
Holdenson inducted Maria Makris to the club in 2014 who is also a current teacher at MGC. She is
now the chair of Youth Services (alias New Generations) and chair of the Slade Literary Award. Finally,
in 2016 President Nia Holdenson inducted one of our youngest members who is also a teacher at
MGC, Brooke Sandilands.
RCR supports students from MGC in attending RYPEN, MUNA, NYSF, ConocoPhillips Science
Experience, Public Speaking and Literary Awards, YE, IWB as well as assisting with the school’s annual
Mock Job Interview Program. Each year the Club presents the Rotary Club of Richmond Community
Services Awards to MGC students who have been active in community service and worthwhile
endeavours. In 2015 a new Award was introduced which was support new educational endeavours in
the curriculum and this was the STEAM Award. Students are often invited to present at Club meetings
and report back on their many RCR supported programs and activities.
President Nia Holdenson, Sue Bolton, Maria Makris and Brooke Sandilands (pictured) are all
committed to this positive partnership, with the ongoing support of their fellow Richmond Rotarians
and Melbourne Girls' College Principal, Karen Money.
Maria Makris
Chair
Youth Services
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CLUB SERVICE

Fundraising and Social Team (FAST)
Friends of the Rotary Club of Richmond
Program
On To Conference

Janice Peeler
Joan Kennedy
Jenny List
Dot Brown

Bulletin

John Benger

Web Site

Trevor Pang

Facebook

Kristen Widdop
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Fund Raising and Social Team
Fund raising is one of the major challenges facing many organisations, including RCR.
One major advantage Rotary has is the community trust in Rotary. The Rotary wheel
is one of the most respected logos in the world. One reason is that of each dollar
given a high percentage actually goes to the cause and not to administration and
marketing. This is partly related to the volunteer component of any project.
At RCR it was decided to combine the RCR fundraising activities and social activities
and to create the FAST Committee (fund‐raising and social team). This was to avoid calendar conflicts
with the number of events planned.
Many events were organised including the use of our BBQ trailer (pictured at Burnley Gardens 125
year celebration), a Rotary International Birthday
Celebration Fund Raiser, Stalls at Gleadell Street
Market, Wine and Cheese Night. Flower arranging
demonstration and special meetings targeting
larger attendance. A major contribution to the
club’s projects has come from funds raised via the
Motto, and other suppliers, Pop‐Up Stalls. We
were also fortunate in having some generous
donations to specific causes.
Whilst
the
emphasis has been on events the FAST have also been
looking at the strategic aspects of fund raising in 2016‐2017
and beyond, especially in relation to major events and issues
like sponsorship. They are also planning to run an open
garden weekend next year as a major event.
Fund raising is one of the major issues facing all NFP
organisations and RCR are looking at this issue. We are also
looking at issues related to seeking funds from other than
Rotarians plus the issue of the manpower demands placed
on Rotarians.
Special thanks for the hard work and expertise of committee
members Maureen Pang, Neil Elliot, Alison Pasznyk, Joan Kennedy, Dawn Giltinan and John Benger.
Janice Peeler
Chair
Fundraising and Social Team
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FRIENDS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF RICHMOND
FORR AIM
1. To support the Rotary Club of Richmond.
2. To provide an introductory forum for potential new Rotarians.
3. To provide fellowship for FoRR and RCR members.
4. To provide a link between FoRR and RCR.
5. To raise funds for worthwhile charitable projects.
6. To connect and build a network of supporters and gain the benefits of social networking through
the FoRR website and emails.

RCR POP UP STORE AND MOTTO FASHIONS
RCR held three Pop Up stores in the months of August 2015 February 2016 and May 2016 lead by
Rotarian Alison Pasznyk. The Friends assisted with the design of flyers, promotion, store set up,
selling and dismantling. We sincerely thank Rotarians Andrew and Andrea (FoRR) Michaelides and
their son Chris, who generously donated the use of their shop at 534 Bridge Road, Richmond
throughout 2015 ‐ 2016. We also thank our volunteers across this year – your commitment,
enthusiasm, kindness, and willingness – is at core of our success.
Thank you to everyone from the Pop‐Up Stores beginnings in June 2012 to June 2016. During this
time we have established over 260 dedicated followers.
Faye, John and Dean Brown are commended for their generous commitment and donation of Motto
clothing to RCR. We also thank clothing company Exentrix for their support.
FORR WEBSITE
The FoRR website www.friendsofrichmondrotary.org is updated to reflect the Friends and RCR
activities.
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PROGRAM
We have again experienced a variety of Speakers over the last 12 months, both informative and
entertaining. Also we try to program a FREE night into each month, to enable extra Club Projects and
interests to be accommodated.
Some topics under 4 Headings are:
EDUCATIONAL:

ENTERTAINING

MEDICAL

Australian Century

Stephen Yollande Public Speaking

Drone Technology

Wildlife Conservancy

Food Bank

Israeli Culture

Volunteering in Zambia

Game Changers – Youth Leadership

Asylum Seekers in Australia

Linked In

Melb. Telescope Project

Richmond Police Address

Crawford Productions

Wisdom and Wine

Tales of Racing

Black Saturday

TV Illusions

Trip to the Top End

Dr. Bruce Wells

Peter McCall –Depression

Equip4Life
Prof. Doug Brown Spinal Research

Dr. Leon Lewi – Interplast
Angel Flight

Dr. Kevin Moriarty‐ Zoo
CLUB PROJECTS

Friends of the Hudad

Slade Award

Tara Birthday Party

RYAP Event

Pearl Day, Elphinstone

Ainger Award

Jeremy Oates East Timor

MGC Awardees

Visit by DG
I think that we achieved a well‐rounded and interesting Program.
Jenny List
Chair
Program
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ON‐TO‐CONFERENCE
Friday 11/3/16 to Wednesday 16/3/16
A very successful conference was held in Bendigo at the new Ulumbarra Centre located within the
grounds of the old Bendigo Gaol.
We had many wonderful speakers, including some exceptional young people who gave inspirational
presentations.
Richmond attendees at the conference totaled 12 comprising 10 Rotarians and 2 Friends of Rotary.
Five left Melbourne Friday morning and enjoyed a relaxing lunch stopping over in Kyneton, while
others followed later in the day.
We stayed at the Tea House in Bendigo opposite Lake Weeroona. Many attended the opening
cocktail party Friday evening. Plenary sessions were held both Saturday & Sunday.
Saturday night was the Gala Dinner at All Seasons Hotel and Sunday morning 4 Rotarians returned to
same venue for the Foundation breakfast.
Sunday night was our Club Dinner at Rocks on Rosalind – we had a private area within the vault that
had been used for the storage of gold bullion in the gold rush era ‐ a great restaurant with lovely
food.
We all departed Bendigo Monday morning some taking in the fabulous Marilyn Monroe exhibition
prior to departing Bendigo.
Three continued travelling until late on Wednesday. Travelling to Castlemaine and surrounds where
we stayed in a B&B for 2 nights. We visited the Theatre Royal for a mystery movie night on Monday –
quite an experience. Tuesday we explored the area including some very nice antique shops, had an
enjoyable lunch as well as a lovely dinner locally. Wednesday we travelled to Maldon & return on the
vintage steam train and finally drove home later the same day.
Lots of fellowship and fun times were enjoyed by all from Friday through until Wednesday.
Next year our District Conference is to be held in Shepparton and we hope even more will attend. It
will be held from 30/3/17 to 1/4/17 – Mark your diary now.
Dot Brown
Chair
On‐to‐Conference 2015‐16
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THE BULLETIN
The bulletin is produced each week and is distributed electronically and a
printed copy is sent to a few people who can’t access it via computer. It is
also added to our web site.
The distribution is over 150 and includes people linked to RCR, e.g. the police
contact.
Activities of the club are reported plus it promotes Rotary generally e.g. updates on the polio
campaign.
In keeping with what surveys show the format is based on brief articles in the body of the email and
not as an attachment.
Major club activities receive promotion.

John Benger
Chair
The Bulletin
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www.rotaryrichmond.org.au
Budget: Nil
Sponsors:
Scenovia
Premier Trading Company

In Kind
$400

Website Support
Website Hosting

Committee:
Trevor Pang
The Club Website is continuing its overhaul with the view of the development to provide a useful
portal for information, marketing, information, data storage, interaction & an expression of the
Club’s vibrancy.
Key features include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

The EVENTS CALENDAR gives information on current club meetings.
The BLOG posts the current weekly Bulletin & a “comment” facility is being considered.
The NOTICE BOARD advertises upcoming key events flyers.
The Facebook link on the Homepage is managed by Kristen Widdop.
The “President’s Report” is posted monthly on the Homepage.
The “Richmond Volunteering Meetup” continues to be managed by Chris Kemp. We
have received several membership leads, club visits & project inquiries.
The Friends of Richmond Rotary (FoRR) website continues as a worthwhile platform to
enhance Rotary ideals, widen our information reach & promote Project/Social involvement.
www.friendsofrichmond.org.au
The MEMBERS LOGIN tab contains Members Details & the club’s Project Plans.

Everyone is aware of the importance of having an informative & engaging website in these digital
times. Although our site seems to attract interest in our community, unfortunately many club
members are “naive” of its existence & hence do not realise the importance of the data & value held
within.
I would like to thank my committee for their support, Homer Bassig of Scenovia for their production
expertise, our Sponsors for the financial assistance and the Members & Friends who have contributed
with regular updates.
Trevor Pang
Webmaster 2015‐2016
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Facebook Report 2015‐2016
The goal for the Richmond Rotary Facebook page this year was to continue to be community
based – to highlight local projects and events Richmond Rotary have being involved in (Ainger,
Slade, Mock Job Interviews, Next Step Program) and to inform people of other groups within
Richmond who also help and support our community (Kids Under Cover, Make a Wish
Foundation, ‘Richmond 3121’). These projects run through our feed, making our Facebook
page an informative and vibrant site.
The Facebook page highlighted the wonderful array of guest speakers the Club has had this
year. This included:
*Sue Ellson ‐Linked In
*Zac Lewis‐ Development Executive for the Australian Wildlife Conservancy
*Sue Gunningham ‐ Black Saturday
*Dr Nick Carr‐on doctor shopping and overprescribing
*Matthew Shanks, an Accredited Exercise Physiologist, Life Facilitator and HEAL Facilitator
from equip4life
Projects and events that Richmond Rotary have been involved in were posted on the page
such as:
*Next Step Programe
*Ainger Award, Rypen
*Mock Job Interview Program
*International Women’s Day
*National Youth Science Forum
International projects such as Donations in Kind, Rotary Youth Exchange and Bottle for Botol
were also included.
Fundraising activities such as the Motto Pop Up Stall, Wine and Cheese night and our sausage
sizzles at the Gleadell Street Markets were advertised.
Our page has now 403 ‘likes’.

Kristen Widdop
Chair
Facebook
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SPECIAL PROJECTS

The Ainger Public Speaking Award

Slade Literary Award

www.rotaryrichmond.org.au

Ben Hosking

Maria Makris
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The Ern Ainger Public Speaking Award 2016
The final of this award was held on May 23 2016 at the Amora Hotel Riverwalk with an attendance of
120 Rotarians, partners, guests, parents and finalists. President Nia Holdenson welcomed the
following guests : District Governor Elect Neville John and Rebecca, Assistant District Governor Don
Heath and Glenys, Nanyce Ainger, John and Wendy Ainger, David Thomas, the Chairman of NHP, Kate
Lidgett, Valerie Claire, Karen Money, Principal of Melbourne Girls’ College ‐ Adjudicators Stephen
Yolland, Michelle Maglitto and Jemma Richards, the ten finalists, members of the Rotary Clubs of
Richmond, Melbourne Park and Canterbury with their partners and friends, and representatives from
the schools along with parents and friends.
This year celebrated the 27th Ainger Public Speaking Award. The club is very proud of this award as it
has come a long way since it started in 1990 with only students involved from the two Richmond
secondary schools. Today it is open to secondary school students from invited schools in the
metropolitan area. Over 1500 students have now contested the Ainger Award which has an excellent
reputation in the Melbourne school community. This year there was an entry of 85 students from 37
schools in the four NHP sponsored heats which were held in the Lyceum at the Melbourne Girls’
College. Two heats were also held at Melbourne Girls’ College. The senior heat for years 10‐12 is for
the Richmond Schools’ Ainger Trophy. This year eleven students contested this heat and it was won
by Lilian Gonzalez, a year 10 student. Lilian, with the two other place getters represented MCG in the
NHP all schools heats. There were also some excellent speeches from the eleven students in the
junior heat for years 7‐9. A special thanks to Mr Paul Carter for organising the heats at Melbourne
Girls’ College.
The final was of a very high standard with the audience being entertained by ten four‐minute
presentations of excellent quality by a group of talented young people ranging from years 10 to 12
.The winner was Mary Ingram a year 12 student at Star of the Sea College. Mary’s courageous speech
was about the need for open discussion of sex in the community which she presented in a very frank
and engaging manner. She received a cheque for $400; a Winner’s Medallion and her name inscribed
on the Ainger Perpetual Trophy. Lilian Gonzalez of Melbourne Girls’ College was runner up and
received a cheque for $300. Dario Pagoda of St Leonard’s College was third and received $200 and
Sarah Adlawan of Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College won the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park’s
Encouragement Award of $125.
A very special thanks to Rotarian Nigel Peck AM and NHP for again generously providing the prize
money for the four heats and the internal heats held at Melbourne Girls’ College .This was Nigel’s
twenty fourth year of sponsorship of the Award. Thank you also to David Thomas the Chairman of
NHP for his support and also for attending the Final. Unfortunately, Nigel and Patricia Peck were
apologies and unable to attend the Final.
The prize money for the Final was again due to the generosity of the Ainger family. We thank them
for this contribution and their on‐going support of the award. This year, Nancye Ainger was joined by
her son John who presented the Trophy and Medallion to the winner on behalf of the family.
The contest this year would not have been possible without our excellent adjudication panel of
Stephen Yolland, Michelle Maglitto, Jemma Richards and Kat John. Despite full bookings at the four
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heats adjudication was carried out in a quick and efficient manner. Each night the panel was
available if students required any feedback or advice. Jemma Richards also adjudicated at the heats
at Melbourne Girls College. Stephen, Michelle and Jemma were the panel at the Final and the high
standard of speaker’s presentations made their adjudication a most difficult task and their positive
comments on the finalists’ performances was appreciated by both the participants and the audience.
Stephen, Michelle and Jemma are all passionate about developing the art of speaking in young
people and we are indeed fortunate to have them involved in the Anger Award.
Thank you to President Jason Reynolds and the members of the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park for
their support in conducting the Ainger Award this year. This was the fourth year of their joint
involvement with our club in conducting and hosting both the Heats and the Final. This year they also
agreed to sponsor a prize in the final which will be now acknowledged as the Rotary Club of
Melbourne Park Encouragement Award. Jason Reynolds, Haley Forge and Jessica Wheeler were part
of the Ainger organising committee. Haley Forge was involved as Chair of the Ainger Final and also
shared the chairing of the heats along with other RCMP members. Haley Forge and Jessica Wheeler
organised the emailing of information and entries to the schools and the online registration process
that all worked well. Thank you also to Gabrielle Parr and Melissa Hilton who again looked after the
registration desk at the final. A thank you to Barry and Sue Roberts, Chris Kemp, Janice Peeler, Adam
Sherwell, James Hamilton, Alison Pasznyk and Neil Elliott for their attendance and support at the
heats hosting our participants and guests. A special thanks to Trevor Pang for his assistance to me in
organising the compiling and printing of the Ainger Program for the final. We are also indebted to
Karen Money the Principal of Melbourne Girls’ College and her staff for allowing us to use the Lyceum
Centre at the school to conduct the heats.
Again this year our partnership with the Rotary Club of Melbourne Park in conducting the Ainger
Award has further developed. Their youthful energy, skills and initiatives continues to make a positive
impact and add value to this project. It is indeed an ongoing relationship of youth and experience
which will ensure the future of this wonderful speaking competition in the years ahead.

Ben Hosking
Chair
Ainger Award Committee
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Slade Literary Award
One of the icon youth events of our club is the Slade Literary Award. The Rotary Club of Richmond’s
Slade Literary Award competition was held in 2015 and the presentation night was held on the 31st
August, 2015 at the Amora Hotel.
A literary award is not the end goal; but rather a symbolic confirmation for our students about their
potential future success. The late Henry Slade who founded the writing competition in 1993, wanted
to encourage the literary skills and offer the opportunity to showcase the creative talents of
secondary students from years 9 to year 11 with the City of Yarra and neighbouring municipalities.
His vision was for each student to display confidence in their writing potential and future success. The
Slade Literary Awards Presentation Night was a very successful night and was enjoyed by almost 60
attendees.

First prize was awarded to a student in year 11 from Melbourne Girls’ College, the second prize was
also awarded to Melbourne Girls’ College, third prize was awarded to a student from Camberwell
High School and the EAL Award was made to a student from Balwyn High School.
Certificates of Merit went to students from Camberwell High School and Melbourne Girls’ Secondary
College and Certificates of Encouragement were awarded to Camberwell and Collingwood Secondary
College.
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Speaking on the night was
author Nicole Hayes. Nicole
outlined how much hard work,
how many disappointments,
the time it takes and how
much expertise is needed in
converting a plot into a
saleable book. Not just weeks
or months but years before
making the break through.
She noted how many of us
have ideas for a plot in our
heads but getting that to a
publishable work could take
years. Nicole pointed out how
editors might like the concept but insist on multiple major rewrites before acceptance.
The Slade Committee comprised of the following Rotarians: Janice Kesterton, Dot Brown, Kristen
Widdop, Chris Kemp, Glenys Liddell, Maria Makris and Nia Holdenson. The judging panel included:
Kevin Bolton, Kristen Widdop, Chris Kemp, Chris Makris, Maria Makris and Michelle Maglitto. Our
Administrative support was Glenys Liddell. John Lidell read splendidly the winning entry.
Pictured is Maria Makris chair of the Slade Literary Award Committee, and the winner, Kathy Lu and
runner up, Catherine Butchart.
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The Winning Recipients
1st Prize

"A Promise"

Kathy Lu

Melbourne Girls' College

2nd Prize

"The Candy Bombers"

Catherine Butchart

Melbourne Girls' College

3rd Prize

"Notes of Legacy"

Arielle Cowton

Camberwell High School

EAL Prize

"The Valuable Gift from Yuet Yee (Tiffany)
Balwyn High School
God"
Tang

EAL Certificate of Merit

"A Gift of Memories"

Yutong Sun

Melbourne Girls' College

Certificate of Merit

"An Eternal Gift"

Ella Casdorff

Camberwell High School

"Heirloom"

Benjamin Parker

Camberwell High School

"The Gifts of our World"

Flynn Bailey

Collingwood College

Certificate of
Encouragement
Certificate of
Encouragement

Maria Makris
Chair
Slade Literary Award 2015‐16
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